
 

 

 

 

NOBLE CHAFER PHEROMONE LURE TRAPPING SURVEY  

Wye Valley AONB, Royal Holloway University of London & Peoples Trust for Endangered Species 

 

ABOUT NOBLE CHAFERS 
 

Noble chafers are rare and beautiful beetles with 

iridescent, metallic-green bodies, speckled with white. 

They are small, with adults being about 2cm long, and 

are believed to live in traditional orchard habitats where 

they depend on old, decaying wood for food and 

shelter. As with many native species, noble chafers are 

threatened with the loss of their primary habitat – the 

deadwood at the heart of old, decaying trees. 

 

In parallel with the loss of traditional orchards in Britain, 

the noble chafer has undergone a considerable decline 

in range. The main national distribution today is in the 

old orchard country of the ‘Three Counties’ - 

Gloucestershire, Worcestershire and Herefordshire.  

 

The Wye Valley AONB Partnership has ‘adopted’ the noble chafer beetle as part of our 

Nature Recovery work, and over the coming years we’ll be running projects aiming to reverse 

the decline of this species, which is currently classed as Nationally Scarce in Great Britain, and 

has an IUCN status of Vulnerable. During summer 2022 we’ll be running pheromone lure 

trapping surveys to monitor for the noble chafer, which will give us a better idea of the 

population here in the AONB. This will also help us identify sites which may act as bridges 

between known populations, where we can work to create the right habitat or mimic the 

right conditions by installing beetle boxes.  
 

THE LURE TRAPPING SURVEY 

Adult noble chafers are typically only seen for a few weeks in a year, which is why this survey 

time period is essential in order to see how their populations are faring.  

We are looking for volunteers, primarily orchard owners to help us survey for noble chafers 

from now until the end of June. The AONB have been supplied with several (harmless!) noble 

chafer traps, each of which will be fitted with a chemical pheromone lure -this is not toxic to 

children or animals, and has been specially developed to attract noble chafer beetles, 

meaning it shouldn’t attract other insects.   



We are only surveying to determine the presence or 

absence of noble chafers in an area, so the survey 

process is very simple – hang the trap in your orchard 

for 3 days, and check the trap once a day to see if any 

noble chafers have been caught! If you are willing and 

able to check the trap yourself that is great, but if this 

feels a bit daunting we can arrange for a volunteer to 

check it instead. At the end of the 3 days, Ellie 

Baggett, the AONB’s Nature Recovery Officer, will 

collect the trap and move it to the next site.  

 

SETTING UP AND MONITORING THE TRAP  

1. Ellie will deliver the trap to your orchard site and set up the pheromone lure, prep the 

trap and find a suitable location to hang it with you.  

 

2. For the next 3 days, the trap will need to be checked 

once a day to see if any noble chafer beetles have been 

caught (an ID guide will be provided). If you are unable 

to check the trap daily yourself, please let us know and 

we can find someone to do this for you. 

 

3. If a noble chafer is caught, a photo of it needs to be 

taken ASAP, contact Ellie and the AONB team will come 

and record everything needed.  

 

4. If no noble chafers are caught, the trap should continue 

to be checked daily until the 3-day survey period is 

over. Ellie will then collect the trap on the 3rd day, and 

move it to the next survey site.  

 

PLEASE NOTE!  

*Noble chafers will not fly in conditions which are too hot or too cold, so if the 

temperature outdoors exceeds 26OC or drops below 16 OC the AONB team will remove 

the trap from the site to avoid wasting pheromone, and arrange another more suitable 

time to carry out the monitoring. 

* If unexpected heavy or consistent rainfall occurs, please take down the trap, take it 

inside and close the lid on the vile. Contact Ellie and we will arrange to either collect the 

trap or set it back up if conditions are right.  

Thank you for your help!  

Ellie Baggett, Lower Wye Nature Recovery Officer, Wye Valley AONB 

Email: naturerecovery@wyevalleyaonb.org.uk 

Mobile number: 07399 632635 

 


