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From the Chair 

Stephanie Tyler 

Another spring and summer of surveys and giving advice; Sheelagh 

Kerry, Elsa Wood and I visited 18 new members and supporters and we made 

revisits to three other members. Some of the fields we surveyed turned out 

to be excellent sites with many interesting plants and will qualify as Local 

Wildlife Sites. 

At the invitation of Vivien Mitchell from Transition Monmouth I looked 

with her at some grassland by Lancaster Way at Osbaston where it was 

hoped to create a meadow. This site has in the past been mown 10 or 12 

times a year but this year it was allowed to grow into late June with no cuts. 

There was no need to create a meadow – one was already there with many 

of the indicator plants one would wish for and a bonus was two flower spikes 

of Pyramidal Orchid. Unfortunately there was a hiccup with the County 

Council mowing the best area too soon and leaving uncut the coarser area 

where we had recommended earlier cutting! Next year fingers crossed the 

management will be right. 

An officer from Natural Resources Wales invited 

me to look at a woodland planting scheme near 

Devauden. This is a Carbon offset project owned by 

Thorlux where native broad-leaves have been planted on 

grassland. Unfortunately much of the grassland was 

species-rich with marshy hollows so should never have 

been planted in the first case. However, open areas and 

broad rides are still present and these not only are rich in 

plants but amazingly rich in butterflies. We noted clouds 

of Marbled Whites, Meadow Browns and Ringlets at 

every footstep. Without management these areas will 

become dominated by coarse grasses. We contacted 

Devauden & Itton Community Council as members had 

concerns about the planting scheme and the Council and 

the Meadows Group wrote to Thorlux about the 

management and had encouraging responses.  

continued/- 

Our aims are to conserve and enhance the landscape by enabling members to maintain, 

manage and restore their semi-natural grasslands and associated features 

Grassland Fungi: A Field Guide 

Published by Monmouthshire Meadows Group 

Now available – full details on page 4 inside 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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Contact MMG 

If you are not a member and would like to join contact our membership secretary Cecilia Davies on 01281 681222 

or cecilia691222@gmail.com or use our online membership form 

For general information please contact Sheelagh Kerry on 01873 890598 or smk@smithecology.co.uk 

Contributions to the newsletter or items for the web site can be sent to the editor, Marilyn Dunkelman 

marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk  

Contact details for our Committee, as well as news and events, are on our web site 

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @MonMeadows 

A talk to Caldicot U3A in the spring about the work 

of MMG resulted in a visit to Kingcoed Meadows in early 

July by an appreciative Science Group from the U3A and 

one person was so impressed with the flowers in the 

meadow that she asked us if she could site two bee hives 

at the edge of one of the fields. This was agreed and the 

hives are in place. Roger Ruston, a Monmouth solitary 

bee expert has been busy during the summer looking for 

bees at Kingcoed and at Wet Meadow near Trellech.  

(There is an article by Roger further on in this newsletter.) 

Two work tasks were held at our field at Four Acres 

Maryland to control the Japanese Knotweed and also to 

pull up invading Bracken and another work task took 

place at a member’s field at Llanvair Kilgeddin to pull up 

vast quantities of Himalayan Balsam. We also mowed 

several garden meadows and a meadow strip at the 

Bridges Centre. 

Our Open Day was held at three sites on a very hot 

June day and we were present at Usk Civic Society’s 

Biodiversity Day, Monmouth Bee Festival, Clytha House 

Open Day (in the rain) and at Chepstow Show – more on 

these events further on in this newsletter but a warm 

thanks to all Committee members and others who 

helped out. 

Management continued at Kingcoed Meadows 

and at Wet Meadow fields at Trellech where two Gwent 

Wildlife Trust (GWT) field teachers spent a day with 

pupils from Trellech School. A new drinking pond was 

installed and the new hedge we planted in March was 

weeded by local member Dick Coates who also wardens 

the fields each day. GWT volunteers also had a day 

clearing more rubbish and improving the fence on the 

west side. 

Steph Tyler 

 

Trellech School Visit to our 

Wet Meadow Reserve 

On July 18th two education officers from Gwent 

Wildlife Trust spent the day at Trellech Wet Meadow 

working with staff and children (94 in total) from Trellech 

school.  The aim of the day was to familiarize participants 

with flora, fauna and invertebrates that can be found 

there.  It was also to demonstrate to staff the kinds of 

activities they could run with their classes using a 

valuable local resource such as the meadow. 

All the Key Stage 2 children took part.  Each class 

had an hour's slot for three different activities.  These 

included a flower running id game, a pollination game, a 

pollination survey, an invertebrate hunt and a 'flag a 

flower' activity.  GWT staff were really impressed with 

the enthusiasm and level of engagement of all the 

children, even though they were only days away from 

breaking up for the summer holidays. 

The activities were limited to a small area of the 

meadow in order to minimize the trampling but the 

children could see that, even after one activity, there was 

already significant trampling.  This became a very useful 

learning opportunity as the children realized how quickly 

an area could be damaged and why it is so important that 

visitors to the meadow stick to the paths. 

GWT staff really enjoyed their day with the 

children who left buzzing about their new experiences 

and the new things that they had learned. This may be 

one of those days that they remember forever!  

Petra Mitchard, Gwent Wildlife Trust 

Trellech Wet Meadow is our new reserve, which we are 

managing in partnership with Gwent Wildlife Trust 

  

 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:cecilia691222@gmail.com
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/?page_id=879
mailto:smk@smithecology.co.uk
mailto:marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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Coming Soon – Our Autumn Social 

Thursday 31st October at the Centenary Hall, Usk 

This year’s Autumn get-together will be at the 

Centenary Hall in Usk on Tuesday 31st October, starting 

at 7pm. 

The evening will feature a talk from Dr Rupert 

Perkins of Cardiff University on meadow butterflies, 

followed by a buffet supper. 

Dr Perkins is a Senior Lecturer at Cardiff 

University’s School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, and 

outside work he has a passion for butterflies and moths 

and is an excellent photographer.  His talk will feature a 

comparison of meadow butterflies in the UK and Spain. 

There will be an update on our activities and plenty 

of time to chat with fellow meadow enthusiasts during 

the buffet supper, served 

after the speakers. 

Centenary Hall (also 

known as the Scout Hut) is in 

the far corner of the 

Maryport Street South Car 

Park, Maryport Street, NP15 

1AD (opposite the prison) 

where there is ample free 

parking.  There is a link to a 

location map on our web site.  

There’s a charge to cover the cost of the buffet 

(which includes a glass of wine) but if you are a member 

and just want to come to the talk it’s free (with a small 

charge to non-members): 

• Members: £14.00 each 

• Non-members: £17.00 each 

• Meeting only: £2.00 non-members (members free) 

Please book in advance as we need to know how many 

people to cater for.  You can book online on our web site 

or contact Marilyn Dunkelman: telephone 01600 860031, 

or email marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk 

Send payment by cheque, made payable to 

Monmouthshire Meadows Group, to Marilyn at The 

Beeches, The Narth, 

Monmouth NP25 4QL.  If you 

prefer to pay using Internet 

banking we’ll send account 

details when we receive 

your booking. 

If you would like us to 

arrange a lift for you, let us 

know.

 

Looking Back - Open Meadows Day 2017 

This year we teamed up with Gwent Wildlife Trust to offer guided walks around five beautiful Monmouthshire 

meadows on a glorious sunny day, Sunday 18th June.  Llanllowell House, home of Hamish Sandison, featured two 

lovely hay meadows, an orchard and woodland alongside a stream.  A short walk away is the GWT reserve at Springdale 

Farm, acquired by the Trust for its hay meadows, but also incorporating woodland and spectacular views of the Usk 

Valley, Brecon Beacons and Wentwood Forest.  (It’s 

worth a visit at any time.)  Our flagship reserve, 

Kingcoed Meadows, was open, and the tour ended in 

Trellech to give everyone a chance to explore our 

new reserve, Wet Meadow, as well as GWT’s 

stunning New Grove Meadows.  

As always we’re grateful to our hosts, and to 

the caterers who provided much appreciated 

refreshments at Llanllowell House and Wet Meadow.  

It was particularly pleasing to see so many locals at 

Trellech as well as the usual meadow enthusiasts.  It’s 

surprising how many residents were not aware of the 

jewel on the edge of their village.  

Common Blue (Jon Dunkelman) 

Open Day at Trellech Wet Meadow (Keith Moseley) 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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Members’ Meadows

 

  

Grassland Fungi: A Field Guide 

The result of 2½ years surveying grassland sites in the Lower 

Wye Valley, Elsa Wood and Jon Dunkelman, together with 

photographers Malcolm Schuyl and Keith Moseley and production 

editor Marilyn Dunkelman, proudly present the finished book.  

It contains descriptions of 177 species with over 800 

photographs, selected to illustrate the key identification points. There 

is an overview of the process of identifying fungi in the field, and while 

technical terms are kept to a minimum, those used are explained in 

the glossary. The format is A5, 336 pages. 

Published by Monmouthshire Meadows Group, the book will be 

available for sale to members at our Autumn meeting  and at our 

launch on 22nd October at Pentwyn Farm.  The general public can 

purchase it via the distributors NHBS www.nhbs.com for a retail price 

of £19.99.   

Copies will also be available at MMG events and from our stall at a special price (£10 to members, £15 

to non-members), but we are not able to post copies and all other sales will be handled by NHBS. 

MMG would like to thank the funders who have made the publication possible: New Grove Trust; 

Martin Wills Wildlife Maintenance Trust; the Sustainable Development Fund, a Welsh Government initiative 

in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); and members of the meadows groups in the 

Lower Wye Valley who have made personal donations.   We are also grateful to all the landowners who gave 

us access to their land for the survey. 

 

 

 

Above: Sue Weston’s meadow, where her T’ai-Chi class has been 

doing mindful walking around the field on the perimeter path  

Left: A Common Spotted-orchid from Rose Cottage Orchard 

 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.nhbs.com/
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Wild Bees in the Meadows 

Roger Ruston 

Most of us who walk in a wild-flower meadow in 

summer will have eyes for the flowers, many of which 

are long gone from the surrounding farmland. But it's 

worth being aware that the meadow is also a refuge for 

insects, which have been so much diminished in 

numbers and variety in the countryside after five or 

more decades of insecticide use. Sweeping a net 

through the grass of a Monmouthshire flower meadow 

in early June, you can still come up with saw-flies, 

moths, ichneumon wasps, hoverflies, robber flies, plant 

bugs, beetles and bees, to name just the most 

conspicuous. Some of these – not only the bees – are 

important pollinators, and the diversity of flowers 

depends on the diversity of insects – and vice versa. 

For example, the Long-horned Bee – a large, 

solitary bee, of which the male has spectacularly long 

antennae – has disappeared from many areas of 

southern Britain where it was once well known. In our 

area it depends on Bird's-foot Trefoil and similar 

leguminous plants, which are increasingly rare on 

farmland. But the presence of the Trefoil does not 

guarantee that you will find the bee. Its dependence on 

a small range of scarce flowers, in small isolated 

localities which are subject to sudden interventions by 

grazing animals and large machines, makes it very 

vulnerable. I have found it in four localities around 

Monmouth, though not every year. Kingcoed Meadow 

had them in small numbers in 2016.  

The story is similar but more hopeful for the 

scarce and attractive Brown-banded Carder Bee, a 

bumblebee which was once abundant in the Welsh 

countryside. It is still present at Kingcoed in good 

numbers in July and August, especially on the large 

patches of Trefoil and the blue Tufted Vetch. Although 

you can learn to recognize it at sight, it takes close 

inspection with a hand-lens to be certain that it is not 

the ubiquitous Common Carder Bee.  

You are more likely to encounter Buff-tailed, White-

tailed and Red-tailed Bumblebees, especially the 

latter. The peak time for them at Kingcoed and Trellech 

Wet Meadow is the latter half of July and early August, 

when they can be abundant, especially on the big 

stands of Knapweed. At this time of year in both 

locations I have also found the large Red-tailed Cuckoo 

Bee, which does not collect pollen, but takes over the 

nest of a Red-Tailed Bumblebee, kills the queen, lays its 

eggs, and gets the workers to raise its next generation. 

Parasites of different kinds are a major factor in the 

meadow life-cycle.   

Female Long-horned Bee on Bird's-foot Trefoil 

Brown-banded Carder Bee 

Red-tailed Bumblebee on Knapweed 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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If bumblebees and honeybees are the most 

conspicuous pollinators, once you develop an eye for 

bees on flowers, you will begin to notice a wide variety 

of solitary bees. While some of these are very small, 

black insects that are easily overlooked, others are 

more noticeable, e.g. miners, leaf-cutters and nomads. 

Nomad bees resemble small wasps and they are 

cuckoos of mining bees. In early spring they can be 

seen patrolling the hedgerow at a low level, searching 

for the burrows of their hosts. 

Go into the meadow in early May and you will 

see little more than Dandelions and Buttercups in the 

way of flowers. Dandelions are vital to many bees at 

this time of year and you will find a variety of short-

tongued bees on them, for example Orange-tailed 

Mining Bee. This and other mining bee species are best 

looked for near the hedgerows, where in May they are 

attracted by Hawthorn blossom. 

Well-developed hedgerows and the close 

proximity of woodland, as at Trellech Wet Meadow, for 

example, much increases the variety of insects using 

the meadows. Besides offering alternative sources of 

pollen and nectar, they also provide old wood for hole-

nesters such as leaf-cutter bees. Up to three species of 

these solitary bees can be found at Wet Meadow, 

especially in the swampy corner, near the wood, where 

the thistles grow. They may at first look like honeybees, 

until you see that they are collecting pollen in their 

own, very different way. 

At Kingcoed, Wet Meadow and Perthyr meadow 

(beside the Monnow near Rockfield) I have found over 

40 species of bee since I began looking in the meadows 

in 2016. In 2018 I am hoping to visit other wild-flower 

meadows in Monmouthshire and to get some idea of 

the way in which bees respond to seasonal changes of 

the flora. I am concerned by the apparent absence of 

flowers in March and April and I wonder where the 

bumblebees, for example, do their foraging at the 

beginning of their nesting cycle.  

Roger Ruston rogerruston@googlemail.com 

 

Many years ago, Roger learned about insects from the 

great entomologist Howard Hinton at Bristol. After 

several retirements he lives in Monmouth where he 

works on bees and solitary wasps in his garden and the 

surrounding countryside.  

He is a member of the Bees, Wasps and Ants Recording 

Society. It was Steph Tyler who prompted him to turn 

his attention to the Monmouthshire Meadows.  

His blog is at http://monnowwildbees.org.uk   

 

 

 

Nomad Bee 

Orange-tailed Mining Bee on Dandelion 

Leaf-cutter Bee on Spear Thistle 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:rogerruston@googlemail.com
http://monnowwildbees.org.uk/
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Wake-up Call 

Ray Armstrong 

The opinions expressed in this article are those of 

the author, and do not necessarily represent the policy 

of Monmouthshire Meadows Group.  We present it as 

food for thought. 

This article is a reflection of my observations of 

thirty years of wildlife watching around the Trellech 

area. We moved to Beacon Farm on Beacon Hill in the 

winter of 1984. The property sits at an altitude of 285 

metres on a south-west facing slope of the Trellech 

ridge. The garden was about two acres in size, bordered 

by and containing a number of deciduous trees: English 

oak, rowan, common beech, gean, and the evergreen 

holly. On three sides were extensive coniferous woods 

in various stages of growth, together with areas of 

heath and bramble. Within the garden there was a 

third of an acre of old flower meadow, some areas of 

lawn, several small patches of wild fern, gorse, and 

bilberry and an assortment of shrubs. 

Up until the mid-nineties the garden was a haven 

for wildlife, particularly birds. We had up to fifty species 

of resident and migrant birds at various times of the 

year, many of them nesting in and around the edge of 

the garden, including Swallow, Spotted and Pied 

Flycatchers, Redstart, Tree–creeper, Willow Warbler, 

Garden Warbler, Wood Warbler together with various 

Finches, Pied Wagtail, Blackbird, Thrush and various 

Tits including the Willow Tit.  We had visiting Greater 

Spotted and Green Woodpeckers and in the autumn 

and early spring we used to have Grey Wagtails feeding 

on insects on the roof of the house. From this period 

onwards the number of bird species and associated 

populations began to decline, so when we left in 2015 

the number of species seen in and around the garden 

was less than thirty. 

One of the sights and sounds in early spring in 

the old pastures below us was the tumbling flight 

display of male Lapwings, the iconic farmland bird. On 

conspicuously broad rounded wings, they climb, roll, 

and fall as if out of control, emitting a rhythmic, 

wheezy, ecstatic song accompanied by noisy beatings 

of their wings. They were a common breeding bird in 

the district, now they are gone.  

Another common sound in the local fields was 

the call of the disappearing Curlew. The call ‘coulis’ or 

‘kour-lie’ has a haunting quality, vividly evocative of the 

wilder moorland places and the coastal mudflats it 

inhabits elsewhere in Britain and is the favourite song 

of many birdwatchers. The Skylark was also common 

on the open fields, notable for its song, not only for the 

quality of the trills, warbles and mimetic passages, but 

also for its duration. Sadly they are no longer present. 

Yellowhammers were also a common farmland and 

hedgerow bird, they are now very scarce.  

When walking on the Beacon on a summer 

evening in the late eighties and early nineties, the sky 

would be alive with the sight and sound of hundreds of 

feeding hirundines. On occasions they were in the 

company of Britain’s largest bat, the high flying 

Noctule.  ‘Purring’ Turtle Doves and their young could 

be seen feeding on the climbing corydalis together with 

nesting Whinchats. Now the Turtle Doves and 

Whinchats have gone and only isolated hirundines are 

to be seen. 

Wood Warbler 

Lapwing 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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When we first moved there I put up 18-20 nest 

boxes in and around the garden and in the late eighties 

and early nineties I had a take up of 75-80% by Great 

Tits, Blue Tits, Redstart, Pied Flycatcher and Nuthatch. 

When we left in 2015 only 2-3 boxes were in use by Tits. 

It isn’t just the birds that have declined. When I 

was running a moth trap I regularly used to find three 

or four toads waiting near the lamp ready to take 

advantage of any easy pickings but post 2000 sightings 

were minimal. The same observation goes for the 

hedgehog. It was a regular visitor to the garden but 

once again was rarely seen post 2000. 

The following birds are now absent or scarce on 

the Trellech Plateau: Lapwing, Curlew, Stock Dove, 

Cuckoo, Turtle Dove, Little Owl, Lesser-spotted 

Woodpecker, Kestrel, Willow Tit, Marsh Tit, Skylark, 

Wood Warbler, Garden Warbler, Grasshopper Warbler, 

Starling, Mistle Thrush, Spotted Flycatcher, Pied 

Flycatcher, Redstart, Whinchat, Tree Sparrow, Yellow 

Wagtail, Reed Bunting, Yellowhammer, Swift. 

The reasons for this rapid decline are numerous, 

complex and in the case of some species interrelated 

They include climate changes, overuse of pesticides, 

and habitat loss, like the loss of hedges and headlands, 

draining of wet areas, barn conversions, cleaner 

farmyards and modern farming techniques. Thick 

hedges are the highways and by-ways of the animal 

world. They are absolutely vital to thrushes, finches 

and numerous other songbirds. Historically local farms 

were always mainly livestock based, but over the 

period of this decline, there has been a significant shift 

towards arable. The move from hay to silage and the 

reseeding of old pastures over recent years and the 

associated multiple grass cuttings over the spring and 

early summer months has resulted in the destruction 

of nests of the ground nesting birds like the skylark and 

curlew.  

In my opinion the over use of hedge cutting 

machines devastates the hedges and stunts re-growth. 

Mature wood is often left with frayed severed ends, 

leaving them vulnerable to rot and disease. Many 

hedges are cut back too severely, creating gaps, leaving 

little or no cover for nesting birds and as a result readily 

accessed by increasing populations of corvids. I have 

long advocated selective culling of corvids and the 

other major nest robber the ubiquitous grey squirrel or 

‘tree rat’. I accept that talk of culling is a very difficult 

subject because such actions do not go down well with 

the general public but if these species are helping to 

destroy our bio-diversity then something needs to be 

done? 

I fully accept that conservation bodies together 

with their army of volunteers are carrying out very 

good work. Particularly with respect to the wildlife 

reserves and wildlife corridors. But these on – going 

programs of regeneration need to be expanded, there 

is an urgent need to come up with more practical and 

imaginative plans to safeguard our diminishing wildlife, 

current plans are plainly inadequate.  We need to make 

faster decisions to implement them, but there will be a 

cost! Studies show that in many Eastern and Southern 

European countries where low-intensity agriculture is 

practiced, bird losses are significantly less. 

What these observations highlight quite 

graphically is the extent of this species loss and how 

quickly these losses can accelerate. An analogy for 

these losses is that as a pond dries up, all that is left are 

a number of small puddles, except in this case it will be 

a number of small pockets of wildlife. The thought of 

such a scenario is frightening, is this to be our legacy for 

future generations? 

Pied Flycatcher 

Willow Tit 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/


 

  
 www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk  Page 9 

MMG’s Summer Diary 

As usual, we took the stall and display to a number of events over the summer. Here is a pictorial summary. 

 

  
Left: Biodiversity Day at Llanllowell House, Sunday 

7th May. This was organised by Usk Civic Society to 

raise funds for the Alfred Russel Wallace Memorial 

in Usk. Congratulations to Stella and David Collard 

on the organisation of the event, and thanks to 

Hamish for hosting both this and our Open 

Meadows day this spring.  

Right: Ready for opening time at Monmouthshire 

Bee Festival, Saturday 20th May in Nelson Garden 

in Monmouth.  Bees for Development and Bee-

friendly Monmouthshire organised this event to 

celebrate World Bee Day and to highlight the 

importance of our pollinators in our environment. 

Left: Clytha Park NGS Open Afternoon, Sunday 23rd 

July, before the torrential rains came.  This is an 

impressive 18/19th century garden near Abergavenny 

with a beautiful walled section dating from 1790, and 

a large, atmospheric pond surrounded by specimen 

trees.  The gateway into the drive was designed by 

Nash, and a large cedar in front of the house is 

believed to be up to 220 years old. 

Right: The shared marquee at the Chepstow Show 

on Saturday 12th August, which this year was 

sponsored jointly by Bee Friendly Monmouthshire 

and Gwent Energy.  As always, we are very grateful 

to them for inviting us to share the space.  

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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The Long Forest Project: An Update 

In our last newsletter we described the Long 

Forest Project, an ambitious scheme that aims to see 

100,000 trees planted and around 120,000 metres of 

hedgerow improved in the four target areas of 

Anglesey, Flintshire, Pembrokeshire and, of course, 

Monmouthshire.  The project arises from a concern 

about the state of hedgerows in this country.  They 

form a vital part of the landscape, but they are at risk 

from neglect, damage and removal.  The organisers, 

Keep Wales Tidy in partnership with the Woodland 

Trust, want to take practical action to halt this decline.  

Together, they’ll be recruiting thousands of volunteers 

to plant the trees and undertake the work on the 

hedgerows. 

The Long Forest project is now underway after 

its official launch at the National Botanic Garden of 

Wales on 27th September, where many likeminded 

organisations were welcomed to celebrate the start of 

this exciting three-year venture.  

As well as the practical aspects, the project is 

about making Welsh hedgerows important again. It 

aims to raise awareness on the importance of 

hedgerows and their uses, highlight their historical 

value and survey their condition.  They will be working 

with landowners and community groups to help 

manage, improve and extend their own hedgerows, 

through training and volunteer action.  

The project also plans to develop a hedgerow 

surveying app which will create records which will 

highlight the current state of the hedgerows across 

Wales. 

At the launch, Richard Bellamy, Head of the 

Heritage Lottery Fund in Wales said: “When people 

think of what ‘heritage’ means, they often think of 

grand old buildings like castles and rolling estates. But 

Wales is lucky enough to also encompass some 

beautiful landscapes and natural environments that 

are home to rare and precious species. By funding 

natural heritage projects like the Long Forest, we hope 

more people will realise that looking after our 

landscape – perhaps starting in our very own back 

gardens – is just as important.” 

Lesley Jones, Chief Executive for Keep Wales 

Tidy, commented “Hedgerows in Wales have been an 

important make up of our landscape for centuries. 

However, they are an undervalued resource at severe 

risk from neglect, damage and removal – and it is now 

vital that action is taken. We are excited to be working 

with the Woodland Trust and volunteers across Wales 

to ensure our hedgerows are maintained and 

respected for future generations.” 

If you are a volunteer or land owner who would 

like to get involved with the long Forest Project, visit 

www.keepwalestidy.cymru/longforest for more 

information and how to get involved.  

The Long Forest 

Project has been 

developed with support 

from the Heritage Lottery 

Fund and the Esmee 

Fairbairn Foundation. 

 

  

The launch of the Long 

Forest Project at the 

National Botanic Garden 

of Wales  

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.keepwalestidy.cymru/longforest
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Scruffy 

Well known and loved by all MMG members, we 

sadly lost Scruffy in August.  Our small friend has been 

Steph’s companion and a fixture at MMG work parties 

and events over the years.  We send our condolences 

to Steph, Lindsay and Poppy. 

  

Karl Daymond 

It was with great sadness we heard 

about the sudden death in August of the opera 

singer, local celebrity and MMG member Karl 

Daymond.   

Karl was a principal singer with the 

Welsh and English National Operas, 

performing in prestigious productions world-

wide before deciding to ‘retire’ from a 

travelling lifestyle and settle down in the Wye 

Valley. He threw himself into local projects, 

including leading five singing clubs in 

Chepstow, Usk and the Forest of Dean.  He also 

performed as a duet with soprano Pippa 

Dames-Longworth, and with her created ‘the 

smallest opera house in the world’, a mobile 

stage with which they toured the country. In 

2013 they devised ‘Wye, oh! Wye’ for the 

Chepstow Museum & Heritage Fund, a 

celebration of the 18th C Wye Tour with 90 

performers, presented in eight venues along 

the River Wye. 

Karl was also a strong supporter of 

environmental and community projects.  He 

owned a meadow, and had prepared plans for 

the management of his land for its wildlife 

value. He was a unique individual, and will be 

sorely missed by the whole community. 

Welcome to our New 

Members 

We are delighted to welcome the following 

new members who have joined the group over 

the summer: 

Sarah Clay, Nantyderry; Bryan Dale, Caerleon; 

Ceri & Tom Goring, Nantyderry; John Hughes, 

Monmouth; Anne Lloyd, White Castle; Ruaridh 

& Caroline MacDonald, Grosmont; Whips & 

Hayley Moore, Chepstow; Laura Moss; Amanda 

& Terry Newhouse, Trellech; Frances 

Pemberton, Bettws Newydd; Zoe & Rob 

Proctor, Gilwern; Rebecca Robinson, Rumney; 

Barry Stephenson, Mitchel Troy Common; Dave 

Taylor, Caldicot; Julian & Rosemary Trump, 

Gwehelog; Kim Waters, Llanvihangel Gobion; 

Sharon Weaver, Shirenewton; Emma Wood, 

Pandy 

Cecilia Davies, Membership secretary 

First Sightings: Jon Dunkelman was delighted to 

discover this Bee Orchid in the garden this spring   

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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Dates for your Diary 

Check our web site www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk  for details, location maps and updates 

October 2017 

Saturday 14th: Parish Grasslands Project’s Autumn Gathering, focussing on Field Boundaries: walls, fences and 

hedges, including the history and features of the parish walls, a hedging demonstration, and discussion on the birds 

and animals living in field boundaries. Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir, at 2pm, with donations requested to cover 

refreshments. 

Saturday 21st: An open ‘day’ at the proposed site of the new community orchard near Brockweir Bridge hosted by 

Parish Grasslands Project. This is an opportunity to learn about the plans, and for locals to express their views about 

how they would like to see the project develop.  From 10am to 12 noon, with refreshments.  Start at the quay by 

Brockweir Bridge and follow the signs for about 125 metres. 

Saturday 21st: The Llanthony Valley and District Show Society are putting on their annual Hedging Match and 

Walling competition at Treveddw Farm Pandy on Saturday the 21st October.  Starts at 9am (spectators can come 

through the day).  Anyone considering volunteering as part of the Long Forest in Monmouthshire may like to visit to 

help pick up some necessary skills 

Sunday 22nd: Launch of Grassland Fungi: A Field Guide at Pentwyn Farm, 12 noon.  All members of MMG are invited 

to attend and purchase their copy of the book 

Saturday 28th & Monday 30th: Family Events at Magor Marsh, Gwent Wildlife Trust’s half-term events include Autumn 

Fun Day on Saturday (1pm to 4pm, £2 per adult, children free) and Marshy Monday (1pm to 3pm, adults free, children 

£2) with pond dipping, trails, crafts and wildlife exploration 

Tuesday 31st: MMG Autumn Get-together at Usk’s Centenary Hall.  The meeting will feature a talk from Dr Rupert 

Perkins of Cardiff University on meadow butterflies, followed by a buffet supper and social. See this newsletter for 

details of how to book 

 

2018 Botany Walks: The programme of monthly walks, designed to help to improve ID skills and record for Atlas 2020, 

will run from April to September and will be announced in due course. Details will be on the BSBI web site and 

the Botany Group’s Facebook page. Booking will be required. For information about the Botany Group contact Steph 

by email steph_tyler2001@hotmail.com.    

Gwent Wildlife Trust events: run events throughout the year.  See www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on for a full list of 

What’s On and how to book (when necessary) 

Monmouthshire Meadows Group is grateful for all the help both financial and physical given by our members. We are also 

indebted to the following for their sponsorship and help: Tom Ward-Jackson of Keep Wales Tidy; Sustainable Development 

Fund, a Natural Resources Wales initiative in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); Gwent Wildlife 

Trust; Monmouthshire Natural Assets Project; Bee-friendly Monmouthshire; Raglan Community Council 

 

 

 

 

 

The following sponsors assisted with the purchase of 

Kingcoed Meadows: Biffa Award, The Alan Evans Memorial 

Trust, The Banister Charitable Trust, Foyle Foundation, 

Gwent Wildlife Trust, Habitataid, Ricardo Crawley Trust, 

New Grove Trust and Waterloo Foundation.   

Supported by 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2017/10/28/autumn-fun-day?instance=0
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2017/10/28/autumn-fun-day?instance=0
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2017/10/30/marshy-monday?instance=0
http://bsbi.org/monmouthshire
https://www.facebook.com/Monmouthshire-Botany-Group-1599016770357420/
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on

