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To Join Us 

If you are not a member and would 

like to join contact Cecilia Davies 

on 01281 681222 or 

cecilia691222@gmail.com  

or use our online membership form 

For general information please 

contact Sheelagh Kerry on 01873 

890598 or 

smk@smithecology.co.uk 

Contact details of our Committee, 

as well as news, events and 

members’ notices, are on our web 

site 

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk 

Follow us on Twitter  

@MonMeadows 

Contributions to the newsletter or 

items for the web site can be sent 

to Marilyn Dunkelman 

marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk  
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From the Chair 

Stephanie Tyler 

Wet Meadow, Trellech 

The big news is that Monmouthshire County Council has agreed to 

lease us the wonderful 24 acres of grassland, bog and woodland at Wet 

Meadow, Trellech. The lease will run for 10 years and for the first two and a 

half years will be rent free. Much work has taken place with regard to the 

lease. Our trustees agreed that we should manage the fields jointly with 

Gwent Wildlife Trust (GWT) and GWT Council approved this joint venture. 

MMG filled in two separate funding applications to the Wye Valley AONB 

from their Landscape Enhancement funds and Sustainable Development 

Funds for the new hedge that is now in place at the northern end of the fields 

and for the perimeter fencing. Both applications were successful so that 

reduces costs to MMG. 

Hedge-planting took place on 2nd March on a beautiful sunny morning 

with volunteers from MMG, GWT and the AONB. We dedicated the hedge to 

former Chairman Diana Bevan who sadly died late in 2016. Maggie Biss, 

Martin Fenn-Smith and I represented MMG at her funeral in Llandogo. 

Donations in her memory were received by MMG. 

Dick Coates has with other Trellech residents done a huge amount of 

work clearing the overhanging branches and scrub around the perimeter 

before it could be fenced and creating a permanent pool alongside the 

stream at the southern end. Owain Rees finished fencing the new hedge and 

Our aims are to conserve and enhance the landscape by enabling members to maintain, 

manage and restore their semi-natural grasslands and associated features 

Volunteers from MMG, Wye Valley AONB and Gwent Wildlife Trust laying the 

hedge at Wet Meadow, Trellech 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:cecilia691222@gmail.com
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/?page_id=879
mailto:smk@smithecology.co.uk
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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the perimeter fence by mid-March so next autumn we 

can have stock in the fields. Dick arranged for the 

rubbish (freezer, container etc) to be removed and the 

previous tenant did remove the large container; other 

rubbish remains on site although at the hedge work 

task on 2nd March we did gather much of it together 

near the gate, ready for disposal. 

Trellech Surgery has asked Dick to organise 

management of the hazel hedge by the Surgery at their 

cost. Hedge-laying is planned, probably through the 

Long Forest project (see article on this elsewhere in this 

newsletter). Trellech United Community Council was 

sympathetic to our project at their last meeting when 

Dick spoke to the item in my absence. 

Kingcoed Meadows.  

Marilyn applied to the Charity Commission to 

vest ‘ownership’ of the meadows with the Official 

Custodian on behalf of MMG, the usual way land is held 

by charities like ours rather than with individual 

trustees. With the help of our solicitor we completed 

the necessary land registry forms. Sheep from Rachel 

and Tudor Morgan’s previous grazier have been on the 

meadows during the winter but will be off in late March 

or early April. Unfortunately MMG member Linda 

Smout, who lived next door to our meadows and who 

knew them so well has moved to Ledbury but another 

MMG member at Kingcoed, Dr Will King will now keep 

an eye on the meadows instead. 

Sheep have been busy grazing the aftermath 

during the winter but will leave soon and we are hoping 

it will be a record year for orchids. If you haven’t yet 

seen these fields then do consider a visit on our Open 

Day on 18th June. 

Annual accounts 

Rachel Morgan and I met David Llewellyn at the 

end of January and he very kindly undertook to 

examine our 2015/2016 accounts. He with Rachel’s 

help over various queries has signed off the accounts, 

a requirement of the Charity Commission. This was 

because last year our bank account exceeded the usual 

amount as we had raised so much money for the 

purchase of Kingcoed Meadows. 

Talks 

Talks are planned on the work of the Meadows 

Group to CPRW Newport branch, to U3A Caldicot, to 

Brockweir, Hewelsfield and St Briavels Garden Society 

and to Tintern Garden Club.  

Surveys and mowing 

We have had a respite from surveying members’ 

grasslands over the winter months but by the time you 

read this, we will be out and about visiting new 

members. 

Several small jobs including cutting back 

brambles encroaching onto a meadow were completed 

with the Tracmaster. We are delighted that David 

Llewellyn will now take on much of the mowing work 

in the late summer to relieve Lindsay Tyler. 

Ponies 

Steph and Alan Poulter moved the ponies to 

various sites in the autumn so they could graze off the 

grass in members’ fields but over the winter they have 

been at Jane and Tony Pannett’s fields at Tintern. We 

are very grateful to the Poulters for looking after the 

ponies so well and to Jane and Tony for giving them 

such a good winter home.  

Other matters 

The MMG Committee is busy organising our April 

AGM, the Open Day in June to be held jointly with 

Gwent Wildlife Trust and its presence at the 

Monmouth Bee Festival and other events. Volunteers 

are always welcomed from among our members to 

help at these events. 

Steph Tyler 
 

Dick Coates surveys the morning’s work at Wet Meadow 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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AGM and Spring Get-together 

Wednesday 26th April at Llanishen Village Hall 

Our Annual General 

Meeting and Spring Get-

together is a great 

opportunity to meet fellow 

meadow enthusiasts and 

catch up on MMG activities. 

This year our speaker is Dr 

George Peterken, well 

known ecologist and author 

of several books including 

Wye Valley (in the Collins 

New Naturalist series) and 

Meadows (volume two of the British Wildlife Collection). 

George is also a founder member of Parish Grasslands 

Project, our sister organisation across the Wye.  The talk 

will be 'A Meadows Autobiography'. 

Llanishen Village Hall is situated on Church Road 

East in the village of Llanishen, just off the B4293 

between Chepstow and Monmouth, post code NP16 

6QE. There is a map on www.llanishenhall.org.uk. 

Start time is 7 pm, with a buffet supper served 

after the speakers. 

Costs include refreshments and a glass of wine, or 

you can come for the meeting and speaker: 

• Members: £14.00 each 

• Non-members: £17.00 each 

• Meeting only: £3.50 non-members (members free) 

Please book in advance as we need to know how many 

people to cater for. 

You can book online on our web site or contact 

Marilyn Dunkelman: telephone 01600 860031, email 

marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk 

Please send payment by cheque, made payable to 

Monmouthshire Meadows Group, to Marilyn at The 

Beeches, The Narth, Monmouth NP25 4QL.  Or if you 

prefer to pay using Internet banking we’ll send account 

details when we receive your booking. 

If you would like us to arrange a lift for you, let us know. 

 

  

Grassland Fungi: The Book 

As long-standing MMG members will know, Jon Dunkelman launched his ambitious project to produce 

a field identification guide to Grassland Fungi in the Wye Valley nearly two years ago. 

The team including Elsa Wood, Malcolm 

Schuyl, Keith Moseley and myself have 

now completed most of the field work and 

are making progress on editing the book. 

We have raised most of the funds needed 

to print the guide, and are hoping to 

publish later this year. It will include at 

least 150 species of grassland fungi, with 

multiple pictures of most of them.  

Waxcaps may be the most flamboyant, 

but there are some beautiful, more 

understated grassland fungi included too, 

such as these lovely Parasols, 

Macrolepiota procera (photo, Jon 

Dunkelman).  

Marilyn Dunkelman 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk/
http://www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk/
http://www.llanishenhall.org.uk/location.htmlhttp:/www.llanishenhall.org.uk/location.html
mailto:marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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Long Forest Project 

Heritage Lottery Fund support to protect hedgerows across Wales 

Tasked with improving our hedgerows, collecting 

valuable habitat information and encouraging people 

to take an interest in nature, The Long Forest is a 

natural heritage project supported by the Heritage 

Lottery Fund.  Anglesey, Flintshire, Pembrokeshire and 

Monmouthshire will be the four target areas in the new 

scheme, which is a partnership between Keep Wales 

Tidy and the Woodland Trust.  

Richard Bellamy, Head of the Heritage Lottery 

Fund in Wales, explains what he hopes funding more 

projects like these in Wales will achieve: 

“Coming hot on the heels of Wales Biodiversity 

Week these fantastic projects are looking to provide a 

better place for us to inhabit in Wales, by protecting 

our threatened species, plants and natural features and 

inviting people to join in with that process.” 

When people think of what ‘heritage’ means, 

they often think of grand old buildings like castles and 

rolling estates. But Wales is lucky enough to also 

encompass some beautiful landscapes and natural 

environments that are home to rare and precious 

species. By funding natural heritage projects like The 

Long Forest, we hope more people will realise that 

looking after our landscape – perhaps starting in our 

very own back gardens – is just as important. 

Traditional hedgerows are recognised as vital 

habitats for wildlife but their decline in recent years has 

threatened the existence of many of our well known 

native species, such as dormice, red squirrels and bats, 

who use the hedges for foraging and navigating. The 

Long Forest project, managed by Keep Wales Tidy and 

The Woodland Trust, will see 100,000 trees planted 

and around 120,000m of hedgerow improved; good 

news indeed for our furry and feathered friends. 

Richard Phipps from Keep Wales Tidy explains 

why this project is so important: 

“An interconnected network of hedgerows 

shapes the character of much our cherished 

landscapes. However, they are an undervalued 

resource at severe risk from neglect, damage and 

removal – and it is now vital that action is taken. 

“Thanks to support from the Heritage Lottery 

Fund, we can also develop an innovative app that will 

help us improve the information we have about the 

current conditions of hedgerows in Wales by enabling 

people to survey and record hedgerows near them.” 

Running for three years the project officially 

kicks off in April 2017.  As the Keep Wales Tidy officer 

for Monmouthshire I will be taking things forward in 

this area, working with volunteers and landowners to 

improve our hedgerow network.  Perhaps you would 

be interested in being involved as a volunteer on 

surveying, planting or management projects.   You may 

be a landowner willing to host volunteer activities or 

wanting to improve your hedges.  Please get in touch if 

you’d like to know more.   

Thomas Ward-Jackson 

Keep Wales Tidy Project Officer for 

Monmouthshire 

Thomas.ward-jackson@keepwalestidy.cymru  

07766 754894 

 

  

Hedgerow at Kingcoed Meadows 

(Steph Tyler) 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:Thomas.ward-jackson@keepwalestidy.cymru
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Wye Woods Conservation Project 

Neville Hart, GWT Living Landscape Manager, Usk to Wye  

The Lower Wye Valley Woods, having developed 

since the last Welsh glaciers retreated westwards over 

10,000 years. ago, have evolved into some of the 

country’s most outstanding woodlands. Today, this 

network of contiguous woodlands, most lying within 

the Wye Valley AONB, support some of Gwent’s rarest 

wildlife and are nationally significant for Wales and the 

UK, with many designated as Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI). A ‘string’ of them hang onto the cliffs 

and slopes overlooking the River Wye, extending from 

the Upper Wye Gorge to the north, down to Piercefield 

Woods, near Chepstow, all of which make up the Wye 

Valley Woodlands Special Area of Conservation (SAC), 

a European designation, indicating their importance on 

the international arena.  

To help support and conserve these, ‘best of the 

best’, Gwent Wildlife Trust has joined forces with The 

Wye Valley AONB, The Woodland Trust, Natural 

Resources Wales (NRW), The Deer Initiative, 

and local, private woodland owners in a project 

designed to combat some of the issues that 

affect their current condition.  

The project is working on many fronts 

including improving woodland management 

from opening up woodland rides, to thinning 

and coppicing to increase their structural 

diversity and to stimulate natural regeneration, 

enhance biodiversity and conserve the rare and 

vulnerable species within. Ongoing management of 

trees blocking the many historic ‘viewpoints’ along the 

Wye Valley Walk is also a feature of the project. 

Funding will help the Deer Initiative to combat 

the negative impact on biodiversity that deer browsing 

has on woodland ecology, through undertaking 

additional deer impact surveys to better understand 

where browsing is being concentrated and through 

organising more focussed and coordinated deer 

management. Native woodland species are also 

competing with the growth of cherry laurel, an 

evergreen shrub introduced to the UK in the 16th 

Century from southeast Europe and which readily 

outgrows many native shrubs and trees, reducing 

niches and opportunities for native wildlife. The project 

is working to remove and treat this shrub in targeted 

woodlands.  

People are being encouraged through the 

project with the creation of interpretation panels along 

the Wye Valley Walk, six guided walks, 10 private 

woodland owners within 2kms of the river will receive 

free woodland management advice and six workshops 

are being organised to provide woodland owners with 

information and training to allow them to, confidently 

manage their woodlands for biodiversity.  

This project is a small step to stimulate a better 

understanding and awareness of the fabulous wildlife 

and human resource that woodlands provide and to try 

to stimulate more positive management amongst the 

network of woodlands that together make up the 

Lower Wye Valley Woods and beyond.  

  

Herb Paris 

(Andy Karran) 

The Wye from Wyncliffe (Keith Moseley) 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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Open Meadows Day: Sunday 18th June 2017 

This year we are running Open Meadows Day in 

partnership with Gwent Wildlife Trust, and there will 

be four sites to visit, all open 10am to 4.30pm. 

Two are walking distance apart: the meadows at 

Llanllowell House, and Springdale Farm, Gwent Wildlife 

Trust’s reserve at Llangwem, about 

three miles south east of Usk.   

Llanllowell House is the home 

of MMG member Hamish Sandison.  

He has two lovely hay meadows, an 

orchard where he is letting a 

meadow grow this spring, and 

woodland alongside a stream called 

Llewellyn's Dingle.  The house is on 

Llanllowell Lane (post code NP15 

1LL, grid reference ST 404 992), on 

the left travelling west to east 

towards Springdale Farm.   

Springdale Farm, at the east 

end of Llanllowell Lane at grid 

reference ST 410 991, was acquired by GWT for its 

grassland, particularly a superb set of hay meadows. 

There is also woodland, with one of Wales’ best 

displays of woodland flowers, and spectacular views of 

the Usk Valley, Brecon Beacons and Wentwood Forest.  

There is a small car park in front of the barn at the 

reserve entrance. 

Both these sites are about seven miles from 

Kingcoed Meadows (about 20 minutes along the 

country roads, grid reference 

ST 428 057, post code NP15 1DS).  If 

you missed seeing MMG’s beautiful 

meadows last year, when we 

purchased the fields after a 

successful fundraising campaign, 

now is your chance.  If you did see 

them, you may well want to see 

them again.   

Finally, a little further away, 

you can visit our new venture at 

Wet Meadow in the centre of 

Trellech.  There are five fields, from 

Roman Way behind the surgery 

running adjacent to the B4293 

north of Trellech.  There are walking routes from New 

Grove Meadows.  We shall publish more details about 

parking arrangements nearer the time.   

   

Monmouthshire Bee Festival 

Saturday 20th May 2017 

Bees for Development organised the first Monmouth Bee Festival in 2012, 

celebrating the opening of their new premises at 1 Agincourt Street, with Patron 

Bill Turnbull ‘cutting the ribbon’. 

The Second Monmouthshire Bee Festival will be this year on Saturday 20th May, centred around 

Nelson Garden in the centre of Monmouth.  Bees for Development and Bee-friendly Monmouthshire are 

leading this, with involvement from other groups, and MMG will have a stall.  There will be bee-related 

activities throughout the town, and the evening before Bee-friendly Monmouthshire will launch their 

Hedgerow Manifesto at Green & Jenks Gelato House (one of the sponsors of the event).  

May 20th is the World Day of Bees, started by beekeepers in Slovenia and supported in other 

countries as far afield as Argentina and Italy.  In 2018 the UN will be supporting this special day so it 

promises to become much more important.  20th May was chosen as it is the birth date of Anton Janša 

(1734-1773), a pioneer of beekeeping. Empress Maria Theresa of Austria named Anton a full-time 

teacher at the new Beekeeping School in Vienna (www.worldbeeday.org/si). 

It is hoped Monmouthshire Bee Festival will become a regular event which will promote public 

awareness of the importance of bees and other pollinating insects and the need to safeguard their 

habitat, as well as being a fun day out and tourist attraction for the county town. 

 

Kingcups at Wet Meadow (Dick Coates) 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.worldbeeday.org/si/
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A Hedge-planting Tribute to Diana Bevan 

Pam Manfield 

The rain stopped, the sun came out - on occasions -  

and 30 enthusiastic people managed to plant 600 young 

saplings, with stakes and rabbit guards in one morning at 

Trellech Wet Meadow.   It was a really friendly and enjoyable 

day, despite the work and we were all amazed how much 

we got done in that time.  The young saplings were a mixture 

of hawthorn, spindle and dogwood and should provide a 

wonderful hedge for wildlife and human visitors to enjoy.  

The hedge along the northern boundary of one of the 

meadows was planted in memory of local naturalist Diana 

Bevan, a co-founder and original chair of the 

Monmouthshire Meadows Group.  I have only recently 

joined the group, so did not know Diana, but with her 

interest in wildlife, this seems such a fitting tribute. 

The event was also a splendid example of how 

working together benefits people and the countryside.  

Volunteers from the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty (AONB) and Gwent Wildlife Trust were 

helping, led by Sarah Sawyer, and Dick Coates, who will be 

leading the management team for the reserve, 

masterminded the day. The hedge should be in full glory for 

visitors to enjoy at the Open Day on June 18th.  

 

  

Diana Bevan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diana Marjorie Bevan together with her 

husband Douglas retired to a cottage in 

Whitebrook in the 1990s and quickly settled in to 

life in the valley. She was instrumental in 

producing a book on the history of the valley 

including war time reminiscences of children sent 

to Whitebrook from London. 

She enjoyed her garden and especially the 

orchard and grassland at The Chimneys and was 

very proud of the Spotted Orchids that grew there. 

Sadly Douglas died very suddenly and in his 

memory Diana sponsored the Gwent Wildlife 

Trust’s orchard at Bush Barn, Penallt, by the Inn at 

Penallt. 

 In 2002 Diana became concerned about the 

state of many small meadows in the area and with 

a friend and near neighbour, Maggie Biss, arranged 

a meeting at the Babington Centre early in 2003 for 

meadow-owners. That was the start of the 

Monmouthshire Meadows Group. Diana was the 

Group’s first Chairman and remained in that post 

for six years until she decided to move to Bath to 

be near one of her three sons. 

She died in 2016 aged 84 and was buried 

next to her husband in the churchyard at Llandogo. 

Dorothy Moore  

It is also with deep sadness we learned of 

the death of another MMG member, Dorothy 

Moore, who lived on The Kymin. 

Welcome to our New Members 

We are delighted to welcome the following new 

members:  

Andrew Fenner, Bloxham; Dafydd Lloyd, Newcastle; 

Penhow Community Council (Andy Hughes); Jean 

Sadler, Staunton; Nicky Sheldrake, Llanvaches; 

Anney Thornton Wood, Broad Oak 

Cecilia Davies, Membership secretary 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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Dates for your Diary 

Check our web site www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk  for details, location maps and updates 

April 

Saturday 22nd: The first of Gwent Wildlife Trust's Botany Walks* with Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood, in the Penallt area 

Wednesday 26th: MMG Spring Meeting and AGM at Llanishen Village Hall.  Details in this newsletter 

May 

Wednesday 17th: Botany Walk* with Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood, looking at weeds of brownfield sites in Chepstow 

Saturday 20th: Monmouthshire Bee Festival, at Nelson Gardens in Monmouth.  Details in this newsletter 

June 

Tuesday 6th: Meadow Plant Identification for Beginners, 10am to 12.30pm at Pentwyn Farm Nature Reserve.  Book 

with Gwent Wildlife Trust** (details on their web site) 

Saturday 10th: A guided walk exploring the flowers and plants of Castle Meadows, Abergavenny, with Sheelagh Kerry, 

10am to 12 noon. Dogs on leads only.  Please book with Abergavenny local group, Gwent Wildlife Trust, call 0800 298 

3656.   Location and more details 

Tuesday 13th: Meadow Plant Identification for Intermediates, 10am to 12.30pm at Pentwyn Farm Nature Reserve.  

Book with Gwent Wildlife Trust** (details on their web site) 

Saturday 17th: Botany Walk* in Cwmllanwenarth wet meadows, the only site for Trollius (Globeflower) in the county 

Sunday 18th: MMG Open Meadows Day.  More details in this newsletter and on the web site  

July 

Saturday 1st:  National Meadows Day  

Wednesday 19th:  Botany Walk*, possibly a visit to MOD Caerwent depending on manoeuvres 

August 

Saturday 19th: August Botany Walk*, recording in SO20X and Y 

September 

Wednesday 13th: Botany Walk*, aquatic plants ID day at Magor Marsh 

*Botany Walks: The programme is provisional as some venues may be changed. Days start at 10am continuing until 

about 3-4pm.  All days are for helping to improve ID skills and recording for Atlas 2020. Booking is essential, contact 

Steph by email steph_tyler2001@hotmail.com.  More details on the GWT web site  

**Gwent Wildlife Trust events: book by phone 01600 740600 or email info@gwentwildlife.org.  There is a charge for 

most of these events.  See www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on for a full list of What’s On 

Monmouthshire Meadows Group is grateful for all the help both financial and physical given by our members. We are also 

indebted to the following for their sponsorship and help: Tom Ward-Jackson of Keep Wales Tidy; Sustainable Development 

Fund, a Natural Resources Wales initiative in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); Gwent Wildlife 

Trust; Monmouthshire Natural Assets Project; Bee-friendly Monmouthshire; Raglan Community Council 

 

 

 

 

 

The following sponsors assisted with the purchase of 

Kingcoed Meadows: Biffa Award, The Alan Evans Memorial 

Trust, The Banister Charitable Trust, Foyle Foundation, 

Gwent Wildlife Trust, Habitataid, Ricardo Crawley Trust, 

New Grove Trust and Waterloo Foundation.   

Supported by 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2017/06/06/meadow-plant-identification-beginners?instance=0
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2017/06/10/flowers-and-plants-walk?instance=0
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2017/06/13/meadow-plant-identification-intermediates?instance=0
http://www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/celebrating-meadows/national-meadows-day
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/events/2017/04/22/monmouthshire-meadows-botany-walks
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on

