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To Join Us
If you are not a member and would
like to join, please contact Martin
Suter on 01600 714577 or
martinsuter@fmail.co.uk
or use our online membership form

We had two Open Days on consecutive Sundays. The first was on 8th
June at Middle and Great Crwys near The Hendre thanks to landowners
Paul and Kate Mobbs-Morgan, Wendy Tyler-Batt and Alex & Simon Dawson.
In the morning Wendy showed us a range of moths she had caught the
night before and we had several plant walks - in Wendy’s meadow, around
Alex and Simon’s small meadow, garden and pond and in the pastures
belonging to Paul and Kate where we could see the two Ardennes horses
used for timber extraction and other tasks. A range of interesting plants
was seen including eight Broad-leaved Helleborines in the Dawson’s garden.
After lunch people moved to Red House Farm courtesy of Teona DorienSmith and explored her meadows, pastures and woodland.

For general information please
contact Maggie Biss on
01989 750740 or
monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk

For contact details of our
Committee, as well as news, events
and members’ notices, go to our
web site
www.monmouthshiremeadows.org
.uk and follow us on Twitter
@MonMeadows
Green-winged Orchids and
Cowslips in Penallt (Keith Moseley)
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From the Chair continued…
Our thanks to all the landowners
mentioned above who kindly hosted the
events, to MMG members who helped on
the two days, to the moth-trappers
Wendy Tyler-Batt and John Walshe and
also to Sheelagh Kerry, Linda Smout and
Andy Karran of Gwent Wildlife Trust
(GWT) who led walks on the Open Days.
Also thanks to all who came – several new
members joined as a result of the two
Open Days.

Spring meeting

Wendy and her moth trap
(David Broadbent www.davidbroadbent.com)

The second on 15th June was at Kingcoed Farm
owned by Rachel and Tudor Morgan. Here John
Walshe had set two moth traps the night before in
Linda and Robert Smout’s garden adjacent to
Kingcoed Farm; He had an amazing catch with over 85
species and he showed the assembled throng some of
these the next morning. Then there were plant walks
through the meadows and to a nearby wood where
Linda had found a superb population of Greater
Butterfly Orchids. Rachel and Tudor explained how
their two meadows had been in the former Tir Gofal
agricultural scheme and how they have steadily
improved in terms of species over the last 12 years.
Highlights were Spotted and Southern Marsh Orchids,
a range of sedges in wetter areas and a single plant of
the small fern Adder’s-tongue. A picnic lunch was
enjoyed at the top of the fields.

About 60 members attended the
Meadows Group’s AGM and talks at the
Babington Centre at Trellech in April. It was another
successful meeting, keeping members well fed and
entertained although a little bit cramped! Spider
expert and general invertebrate expert Mike Kilner
showed us some wonderful photos of a range of
species of the smaller life that can be found in your
fields and mini-meadows and he kept us amused by
his anecdotes and enthusiasm for his subject. Then
George Tordoff of Butterfly Conservation Wales
outlined the requirements of various butterflies and
moths including micro moths and advised on
management to safeguard these beautiful creatures.
The many questions showed how those present
appreciated the two talks. Our thanks to Peter and
Sue Flower for all their help and allowing us free use
of the Centre and to all committee members for their
help on the evening and their dinner contributions.

Bracken Bruising
Kate Mobbs Morgan mentioned at the
Crwys Open Day that her Ardennes horses could
pull a bracken bruiser if any MMG member
wanted to avail themselves of this service on
steep hillsides. Jadwiga Howell from Star Hill
decided to hire Kate and her Ardennes horses
and it was quite a sight watching the horses in
action and seeing them respond to Kate’s and
her assistant’s orders.
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Surveys and advice
We have visited 17 new
members and surveyed their
fields and made suggestions
as to management. At least
five of the new members have
land of Local Wildlife Site
quality. Land size of the
properties visited varied from
just half an acre to 24 acres.
Many
existing
members
reported that this year they
has noted their first Spotted
Orchid or in a few cases their
first
Broad-leaved
Helleborine, Green-winged Orchid or Twayblade. It is
amazing what species manage to establish themselves
in well-managed grassland.
Yellow Rattle seed was collected by hand from
some good meadows and has been supplied so far to
six members. We received nine large bags of mixed
grass and wild flower seed from Pentwyn Farm. This
was collected by Tim Green and Andy Beardsworth of
GWT with our jointly owned seed harvester so many
thanks to them. The seed was on sale at Monmouth
Show and will be available to members for a small
donation.
MMG Volunteers with a few local Trellech
residents used the MMG Tracmaster machine to cut
grass at Babington Hall meadow and others raked it
up; we then had a wonderful picnic lunch supplied by
Peter and Sue Flower before continuing into the
afternoon. The Tracmaster was also used to cut small
areas of grassland at Kingcoed, Penallt, Devauden and
Wolvesnewton (land at Rockfield still to cut) and was
used by GWT to cut the lovely orchard meadow at
Tymawr Convent at Lydart.

Ponies
Unsung heroes Steph & Alan Poulter quietly get
on and move our ponies from site to site. This involves
catching and transporting them in a horse box and
carrying out maintenance tasks such as foot-trimming
and trying to keep them from suffering too much from
midge bites. Thanks to Steph and Alan and also to
Jane Pannett who has them at her pasture near
Tintern when nobody else requires them.

Mind the pole! - Our stand at
the GWT Open Day

Shows and talks
MMG now owns a gazebo and display boards
thanks to Marilyn Dunkelman. Marilyn and her
husband, Jon, have been stalwarts in erecting and
dismantling the boards and gazebo this summer at the
Babington Hall mowing day, at Chepstow Show, at
GWT/Dingestow Court Open Day, at Monmouth Show
and Usk Show. Other members who have helped at
these events included Glynis Laws, Alison Broughton,
Bill Howard, Dave Roberts, Ann Robinson, Martin
Fenn-Smith, Cecilia Davies, Nick & Ann Hoyal and
Barbara and Terry Newby. My sincere apologies if I
have left anyone else out.
At the three day June meeting of the Welsh
section of the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland
held in Tintern, our display boards were in use
showing our 2013 book celebrating 10 years of
existence and as a result of someone from
Carmarthenshire seeing the display and books, MMG
was invited to talk to a group of concerned individuals
at the National Botanic Gardens near Carmarthen on
19 August. Marilyn Dunkelman and I drove over for
the day and had an interesting morning with 18
representatives from local authorities, biodiversity
partnerships, wildlife trusts, contractors and
consultants. They were concerned about the loss of
species-rich grassland from neglect and the invasion
of brambles and scrub – similar reasons to the why
MMG formed in 2003. We had an interesting
discussion and as a result of the morning, an inaugural
meeting of a possible Carmarthenshire meadows
group is planned in February at the NBG.
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I was also at a discussion day on Tidenham
Chase hosted by Nigel and Kay Simpson who own
some wonderful rich grassland there. They had invited
me and Dr George Peterken of the Parish Grasslands
Project (unfortunately Chris Parsons of the Dean
Group was away that day), Dr Gerry Talowin who did
much research at Pentwyn Farm on the impact of
different fertiliser rates on plants and several
landowners - Barnaby Spurrier and Kevin Cox from
Devon who wish to set up a Meadows Group there
based along our lines.

Bee-friendly Monmouthshire
As a partner in this umbrella group
of
interested
organisations,
meetings have been regularly
attended by MMG. The focus has
been on explaining to the general
public the need to avoid pesticides and herbicides,
to plant pollinator-friendly plants and developing a
leaflet and display material. The group has a close
link with Monmouthshire County Council and its
stunning flower plantings at roundabouts and on
verges in towns. Although these are mainly a mix of

cornfield annuals some meadow species are in the
seed mix and should gradually take over from the
annuals. Next year the Council has undertaken to
use seed of local provenance only.
On road verges the council policy of reduced
cutting has allowed wild plants to flower and set
seed. Jon Dunkelman and I were upset to see Field
Scabious mown off in previous years just as it came
into flower on Lydart bends but we met Nigel
Leaworthy from the council and explained the
verge’s interest. It is now a roadside verge reserve,
marked by white posts where the scabious,
Knapweed, Agrimony and Tansy have flourished this
year. A late cut is needed here.
Elsewhere things have not gone quite so
smoothly. Chepstow Cemetery is known for its
important population of Autumn Ladies Tresses, a
scarce small white orchid. Mike Ogden counted
over 200 flowering spikes in mid-August but when
he went back a week later he found the whole area
mown! The Council have again been contacted to
try to ensure this does not happen next year.
Steph Tyler

MMG Autumn Meeting
Wednesday 8th October, 7pm
The Centenary Hall, Usk
Join us for a Bee-friendly evening at this year’s Autumn get-together
This year our speaker will be Nicola Bradbear, founder of the international charity Bees for Development and
supporter of Bee Friendly Monmouthshire, the umbrella group for organisations involved in promoting planting for
bees around the county and supporting the County Council’s pollinator policy.
There will be an update on all our activities this year, and, as always, plenty of time to socialise and chat to
like-minded MMG members.
Members: £12.50 per person
including a cold buffet supper and
glass of wine

Please book in advance as we need
to know how many people to
cater for.

Non-members are welcome at
£15 each

You can book online on our
web site (where you will find
directions
and
further
information)
or
contact
Maggie on 01989 750740, email
monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk

You are also welcome to come
just to the talks: members for
free, non-members at £3.00

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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New Evidence of Vanishing Grasslands
The Wildlife Trusts & Gemma Bodé, GWT Conservation Manager
A dramatic decline in our remaining wildlife-rich
grasslands has recently been highlighted by The
Wildlife Trusts. Reports collated across the country tell
a story of devastating losses.
Wildlife-rich grasslands provide great benefits
to society and are vital resources: for bees and other
pollinators which we all rely on; for the abundance of
nature which depends on wild grasses and flowers,
from butterflies to barn owls; for securing soils and
enabling landscapes to hold and filter water,
preventing flooding and pollution; for carbon storage,
and as living museums which have evolved over
millennia. These beautiful and valuable habitats are
vanishing – and the dazzling variety of species that
depend on them are under threat.

The Wildlife Trusts have been collecting
information on the state of valuable grassland sites
such as ancient meadows, pastures and road verges.
The information gathered so far has provided a
snapshot of the situation on the ground. The data is
startling. For example:


In Worcestershire, a county renowned for its
classic traditional lowland hay meadows, it is
estimated that 48 sites (24%), comprising around
240 hectares, out of a total of 200 grassland Local
Wildlife Sites have been lost, damaged or
reduced to sub-optimal conditions since 2005.



In Cumbria, surveys of upland hay meadow Local
Wildlife Sites between 2008 and 2011 led to the
de-selection of more than a quarter of the
region’s 128 sites. At 15 of the sites, the
traditional hay meadows previously present had
completely disappeared. In the Lake District
National Park surveys of 223.47 hectares of hay
meadow wildlife sites between the late 1970s
and early 2000s led to a staggering 183.26
hectares
(82%)
being de-selected
as Local Wildlife
Sites.

“Wildlife-rich grasslands have been in trouble
for decades, but our newly collated information shows
that the remaining hay meadows and flower-rich
pastures are still at risk,” says Stephen Trotter, The
Wildlife Trusts’ Director for England, “We’re seeing an
insidious yet catastrophic decline. The pressures are
enormous:
from
development
and
changes
in
agricultural practices,
to
neglect.
The
We
have
Government
is
many
more
currently
making
examples
of
decisions on how it
grasslands being
will implement the
lost altogether or
greening measures of
no longer meeting
the
Common
the criteria for
Agricultural Policy and
selection as Local
how it will target
Wildlife Sites. Local
grants to farmers in
Wildlife Sites are
the future. We are
wildlife-rich places
calling on Ministers to
selected locally for
take full account of
Seed harvesting at New Grove Meadows (Tim Green)
their
nature
the value of our
conservation value based on important, distinctive
remaining wildlife-rich grasslands and the threats they
and threatened habitats and species. In many parts of
face as they make these decisions.”
the country, they are the principal wildlife resource,
The Wildlife Trusts are also calling for a review
of protection for environmentally important
grasslands – more must be done to strengthen policy
and regulations to prevent further losses.

but their designation is non-statutory and their only
protection comes via the planning system. The fact
that these officially-recognised grasslands are in
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decline is an indication of a severe problem across the
wider landscape.
Here at Gwent Wildlife Trust we are part of the
UK wide Coronation Meadows Project funded by Biffa,
which last year led to New Grove Meadows near
Trellech, being selected as Monmouthshire’s
Coronation Meadow. The Coronation Meadow is part
owned by GWT and part owned by a Monmouthshire
Meadows Group member. Each Coronation Meadow
across the UK is now being used as a donor site for
seed collection this summer. The rich wildflower seed
harvested has been used to recreate flower-rich
grassland at our Wyeswood Common reserve over the
next few years to come. Wyeswood Common was
once a heavily fertilised monoculture of perennial rye
grass and used as a dairy farm. Since 2009 GWT have
been patiently waiting until the nutrient levels
reduced through regular silage cutting and removing.
Last year the local contractor declared the crop was
“no good for silage” anymore which we were
delighted with and it heralded a change in
management that included local cattle grazing. Our
long term plans include restoring it to flower-rich
grassland.
This year we have harvested wildflower seed
and green hay from the wonderful meadows at New
Grove and applied it to Wyeswood Common. Fingers
crossed for some promising signs of yellow rattle next
year!
If you would like to know more about the
Project or would like to volunteer to help please
contact Gemma Bodé, gbode@gwentwildlife.org.

Welcome to our New
Members
We are delighted to welcome the following
new members over the summer:
Linda Arkell, Llanfoist
Laura Dexter, Tregare
Tom Downes, Tintern,
The Babington Centre, Trellech
Anthony Furness, Llanveynoe
Maggie Hamlen, Lydart
Mike Kilner, Griffithstown
Viola and James Kirwan, Kingcoed
Christine and David Knight, Llanthony
Richard Line, Beachley
Elizabeth Moore, Shirenewton
Mrs E Parsons, Llanvaches
Tom Pitts-Tucker, St Maughans
Jean Skerrit, Malcolm Schuyl & Marian
Rasbridge, Maypole
Yann Tucker, Devauden
Barrie Whitehead, Brecon
New members should receive a free copy of
our book Wildlife Meadows in
Monmouthshire. Let us know if you have not
received yours, or pick one up at one of our
events.
Martin Suter, Membership secretary
martinsuter@fmail.co.uk

Parish Grasslands Project’s New Book
It’s a great compliment to MMG that the Parish
Grasslands Project were inspired by our anniversary
book Wildflower Meadows in Monmouthshire to
produce their own publication, Our Fields: a
compilation of memories and experience of land and
its use in and around the Hudnalls.
Produced in the same A4 format as our book
and packed with rich photographs, it has stories
contributed by 18 enthusiastic landowners in the
Hudnalls and the surrounding area, together with
chapters on the background of the group and the

landscape they love. Some of the stories tell of
familiar experiences to MMG members, with the
challenges and rewards of managing your own land,
but all are full of human interest which makes for an
absorbing read.
The book is being officialy launched at the
Parish Grasslands Project’s Annual Meeting on 11th
October (see Dates for your Diary) where you will be
able to get a copy, otherwise contact the group –
details on www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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Bumblebee Surprise
Ray Armstrong
As result of reading numerous articles
impressing on us all that our native bumblebees are in
decline and that this decline is considered to be due to
a number of factors, namely the use of
pesticides/intensive farming techniques and in
particular the loss of over 97% of our flower rich
grasslands. I decided in the spring of this year that I

would carry out a survey of the bumblebees in the
garden, as the fallout from the continuing decline of
these very important pollinators has the potential to
precipitate serious losses in our wildflower
population, coupled with poorer harvests. This would
also have knock-on effects for wildlife and the balance
of nature.

Picture B: Bombus hortorum

Picture A: Bombus hypnorum

Picture C: Bombus lucorum

Picture E: Bombus vestalis
Picture D: Bombus rupestris
www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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My garden sits at an altitude of 285 metres on
the sun – drenched south-west facing slope of the
Trellech ridge just below the peak, as a result it is
sheltered from the more severe weather from the
north and east and further sheltered on three sides by
Forestry Commission woodland. It is just under two
acres in size and is bordered by and contains a
number of deciduous trees namely, English oak,
rowan, common beech, sycamore, silver birch, gean
and the evergreen holly, 300m of old hedges
containing hawthorn, ivy, honeysuckle and hazel.
Within the garden itself there is a one-third acre of
flower rich grassland which contains bluebells, pignut,
heath bedstraw, lesser stitchwort, common spotted
orchids, birdsfoot trefoil, yellow rattle, buttercup,
dandelion, vetch, knapweed, yarrow, ox- eye daisy,
harebells, cat’s ear, red and white clover. Elsewhere
the garden contains some small areas of fern, heather,
bilberry and an assortment of flowering shrubs, lawns
and flowers including primroses and foxgloves. There
are also plenty of potential nest sites for the bees in
old stone walls, bird boxes, compost heaps and
numerous vacated vole holes.

I also witnessed this technique used by a solitary
bee of the Andrena group, also on harebell
 Common Carder Bee Bombus pascuorum
 Large Red-tailed Bumble Bee Bombus lapidarius
 Hill Cuckoo Bee Bombus rupestris host Large Redtailed Bumble Bee (Picture D)
 Vestal Cuckoo Bee Bombus vestalis host Buff-tailed
Bumble Bee (Picture E)
 Field Cuckoo Bee Bombus campestris host
Common Carder Bumble Bee
I was recently looking at an old ordnance survey
map and was reminded that an apiary was marked on
the map at this particular site so it would appear that
it has some history as a good site for bees.

I very quickly found out that a number of the
species of bumblebee have minor variations in colour
and markings that can make identification difficult.
When doubts occurred I contacted Bee Conservation
Wales and I am happy to say that all my identifications
were confirmed. I was surprised and delighted to find
and identify the following ten bumblebees which is a
significant percentage of our native bumblebee
species:-

Counting Orchids In The Rain

 Early Bumble Bee Bombus pratorum
 Buff-tailed Bumble Bee Bombus terrestris
 Tree Bumble Bee Bombus hypnorum this was
a surprise as it only appeared in Britain in
2000 (Picture A above)
 Small Garden Bumble Bee Bombus hortorum
covered in pollen after visiting foxgloves
(Picture B)
 White-tailed Bumble Bee Bombus lucorum this
is a short- tongued bee that prefers to feed on
flowers with short corolla and daisy like
flowers. So when they find a flower like
harebell where the nectar is too deep down
the corolla for them to reach, they bite a hole
near the base of the corolla push their tongue
through and drink the nectar (Picture C)

The sight and sound of buzzing bumblebees is
the evocative image of the wildflower meadow and it
adds a final soporific touch to a languid summer’s day,
there is a huge responsibility on us all to ensure their
survival.
Ray Armstrong

One Sunday morning in May, MMG organised a
count of a very special orchid, the Green-veined or
Green-winged Orchid, at sites in and around Penallt.
This orchid is nationally rare because of the loss of old
meadows and pastures to agricultural intensification,
to development and to planting woodland. In
Monmouthshire there are fewer than 25 known sites
where the Green-veined Orchid occurs. At most sites
there are fewer than 10 plants; some others have
several 100 but three sites have thousands.

Getting instructions: Orchid counting at Pentwyn (Keith Moseley)

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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The Gwent Wildlife Trust Reserve at Pentwyn
Farm is one of these three important sites (as is the
Trust’s New Grove Meadows near Trellech). Heavy
rain had been forecast, but undaunted MMG
members were joined by Tim Green, farm manager
for the Trust, and walked across the fields in a band,
counting orchids each side of them. The forecast rain
actually held off and we even had sunshine at one
stage. A total of over 5,200 orchid flowers were
counted in five fields on the reserve and in one field a
few Early Purple Orchids were also seen.
Then the group walked through the village
admiring several sites where Cowslips and/or one or
two orchids grew on garden lawns and where
sympathetic owners had allowed these plants to
flower. Some of the best ‘garden’ sites in the village
are at houses built more than 30 years ago on old
species-rich meadows.

Two house-owners have left part of their lawns as a
mini meadow, cutting it in July when flowers have
seeded. One of these gardens boasted a fine display of
over 300 orchids. Far from looking untidy as perceived
by some people, the lawn meadow looked stunning
and was much appreciated by all who saw it. Our
thanks go to all gardeners who allow part of their
lawns to be mini-meadows for the wildflowers and
other wildlife.
The final site we visited comprises four
wonderful small fields at Moorcroft Cottage owned
and managed sympathetically by Wally Keeler. The
Green-veined Orchids first appeared in 2009 when six
were seen; in 2012 just over 200 were seen whilst
now there are at least 560 as well as various other
orchids later in the season - a real success story. A
patch of the white form of the normally blue-purple
Bugle was an additional attraction on the Sunday visit.
Claire Adamson

Our Summer Photo Competition Winners
Congratulations to the three winners of our competition: Holly Ayling (Ten years and under), Helen Ackerman (11 to
16 years) and Jon Dunkelman (adult category). You can see full size versions of the winning pictures on our web site.

Helen’s picture of a Small
Copper butterfly was
taken in Abergavenny
Castle Meadows during
a bioblitz in May

Holly, aged 7, took her picture of
orchids at the MMG Open Day at
Great Crwys in June

Jon’s picture of Ox-eye
Daisies was taken in June
at New Grove Meadows

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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Question: When is meadow not a meadow?
Answer: When it is planted with poppies and cornflowers
County Councils signed up to the pollinator policy have been planting annuals in road verge beds and
roundabouts and these beautiful flowering displays have provided much enjoyment to people this summer.
Although it is mainly cornfield flowers that have been planted – poppies, cornflowers, corn cockles and corn
marigolds – perennial plants have been sown amongst the annuals. These eventually may provide more genuine
flower-rich meadows.
A concern is that people want lots of instant colour and may be inspired by the colourful displays and replace
permanent grassland with annuals.
Many of the cornfield plants are rare in our countryside because of herbicide use on farmland and a flower
bed in your garden of such species is great. But the old grassland also has much to offer bees and other pollinating
insects – knapweed, scabious, birds-foot trefoil, hawkbits, catsears and orchids to name but a few perennial plants in
species-rich pastures and meadows.
This species-rich grassland is so scarce now that the last thing we should do is plough it up to grow cornfield
annuals.
If you have any grassland then graze it or cut in after mid-July for a hay crop but please don’t rotovate it and
scatter poppy seed. Even if the grassland is not particularly species-rich now it can in time become so with the right
management. Even if it has been treated with artificial fertiliser it will revert; things just take a little longer. Patience
is required but things can be speeded up by scattering Yellow Rattle seeds or by introducing plug plants of grassland
species.
Steph Tyler

Compare and contrast
Above: A genuine old meadow at Northridge (Jon Dunkelman)
Right: MCC areas of bee friendly planting in support of
National Action Plan for Pollinators and the Pollinator Policy
(Nigel Leaworthy) which are lovely and great for pollinators,
but do not replace our valuable old grasslands

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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News from Around
A Rarity at Kingcoed
Mike Kilner, Gwent Spider recorder, attended
our open day bioblitz at Kingcoed in June and made a
significant find. It was Ischnomera sanguinicollis
(Fabricius, 1787), a scarce (Notable B) flower beetle,
and this was only the second record of this species for
Gwent. Mike found the first earlier this year at Gwent
Wildlife Trust’s Pentwyn Farm reserve.

leaving their calling card, including on the drive of one
of our Chinese residents. But as it was the night of
Chinese New Year and the dawning of the ‘Year of the
Horse’ she was very happy about this as it’s
apparently a very fortuitous sign for the year ahead!

SAMFAL’s wandering ponies

Ischnomera sanguinicollis (Mike Kilner)

According to Mike, Ischnomera sanguinicollis is
associated with old hedgerows and woodlands, and
the majority of British records are from
Gloucestershire and Herefordshire, so its presence in
North-east Monmouthshire is not especially
surprising. The beetle has a distinctive appearance,
and can be readily identified from photographs. It
feeds on the flowers of a variety of tree species, and
its larvae develop in rotting wood of mature trees. The
beetle is active in May and June and Mike expects that
recording during these months in coming years should
turn up further records in the Wye valley region.

The police eventually rounded the ponies up and with
help got them safely into a barn at the Little Grondra
for the night.
Alison Broughton, SAMFAL

A Garden Mini Meadow
Simon Phipps writes from Acton Trussell near
Stafford: This is a photograph of my hay meadow in
my garden. The half of the semi-circle nearest the
camera was seeded using seed from Monmouthshire
Meadows stand at the 2009 Monmouth Show.
The meadow started when I noticed that the
lawn contained sweet vernal grass, red fescue,
common bent and crested dog’s-tail as well as pignut.

News from SAMFAL
Once again we had another four welsh
mountain ponies on the fields between Shirenewton
& Mynyddbach for the winter month, they did a
sterling job eating off the grass we had been unable to
cut last summer and this year we protected our new
hedges with electric fencing which despite the stormy
weather worked pretty well. The ponies did
unfortunately manage to escape one wet and windy
night and took themselves on a tour of the village
visiting several grassy areas around the villages and
www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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I had introduced seed from various places, for
example yellow rattle, meadow buttercup, knapweed
and ox-eye daisy. Betony was introduced as plugs and
the fritillary as bulbs. I originally created the meadow
by simply not cutting part of the lawn until early
August and removing the cuttings. When introducing
seed I generally scarified the meadow with a rake to
create bare areas.
The knapweed and ribwort plantain appeared in
the season following planting. The common spotted
orchid and red clover flowered for the first time this
year.
The meadow although about 12 m2 gives hours
of entertainment as new species appear each year.
The plantain is getting over dominant and grasses are
gradually reducing as a proportion of the biomass. I
may have to break with meadow management
principles and do some weeding!

A Season of Firsts
It’s always exciting when a new species arrives
on your land. This summer we’ve had pictures from
Fiona Williams of her first Southern Marsh Orchid,
Lynn Price with her first Common Spotted Orchid and
David and Mair Lloyd who have seen Green-winged
Orchids appear. Among committee members, Glynis
Laws had her first ever Twayblade, and Marilyn’s
husband Jon Dunkelman’s blog is full of first sightings
(thenarthwildlife.blogspot.co.uk) We’d love to hear
more about your firsts and will publish your pictures
and stories on our
web site – send
them to Marilyn via
the web site.

Meadows: Reversing the Trend
While we are doing our bit for this corner of the
UK, nationally the profile of the plight of traditional
meadows, and the biodiversity they support, is getting
more publicity. The Coronation Meadows scheme is
helping of course, the national Wildlife Trusts are
making it one of their priorities with their Save our
Vanishing Meadows campaign, and Plantlife have
been promoting No to the Mow. In July, Plantlife, the
Rare Breeds Survival Trust and The Wildlife Trusts
organised a conference in Sussex to bring together
policy makers, including Defra, to discuss a radical
approach to saving our traditional meadows. Prince
Charles attended as did representatives from
Defra, academics and practitioners from conservation,
food and farming and rural development.
Well
known
naturalist
Mark
Avery
(former Conservation Director of the RSPB) produced
a report of the meeting, Reversing the Trend, which is
available to download as a pdf from Plantlife’s web
site (also linked from MMG web site – look for
Reversing the Trend). It’s well worth reading (and
Monmouthshire Meadows Group gets a mention, as
well as the Parish Grasslands Project).
The organisations involved are now tasked with
keeping up the momentum from this initiative. Here
in Monmouthshire and across the river in
Gloucestershire we’ve led the way, and around the
country other initiatives are springing up. One of the
latest is Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust’s campaign Cut and
Chew (www.cutandchew.org.uk) which “aims to
ensure the long-term survival of Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and Northampton-shire’s permanent
grasslands, by promoting good management,
restoration and appreciation of them.” MMG has
attended meetings with people from other parts
of the country (most recently, Carmarthenshire
and Devon) looking to set up meadows groups
along similar lines to us.
Mark Avery’s report ends with 10 priorities for
action. Individuals can do something, but it

Lynn’s Common Spotted Orchid

requires a concerted effort from many different
agencies to reverse the trend because, as Mark
says, we need to do something urgently or the
Fiona’s Southern Marsh Orchid

game is lost.
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Phase 1 Habitat Surveys in the Wye Valley AONB
Andrew Nixon, AONB Development Officer
Since 2010 the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), with support from Gwent Wildlife
Trust, has been conducting Phase 1 Habitat Surveys. The aim of the project is to update and identify species rich
wildlife sites and provide a method for analysing land use and monitoring land use change.
The Phase 1 habitat classification and field survey technique provides a relatively rapid yet comprehensive
system to record semi-natural vegetation and other wildlife habitats. The system has been widely used and
continues to act as a standard technique for habitat survey across the UK.
Phase 1 surveys have been undertaken in the AONB before but not consistently; in Herefordshire a phase 1
habitat survey was carried out between 2001 and 2003 by Herefordshire Nature Trust and in Monmouthshire a
survey was conducted in the early 1990s by the Countryside Council for Wales. However in Gloucestershire a county
wide Phase 1 survey has never been undertaken.
Continued overleaf/-

Ida Dunn
1912 -2014
Members who knew her will be sad to hear that
Ida Dunn died on 2nd September aged 102.
Ida came to our very first meeting at the
Babington Centre and told us then about her orchid
field at Maryland. When we first visited we did indeed
find a wonderful meadow not only with lots of Spotted
Orchids but a large population of Greater Butterfly
Orchids. Later she told us of her many waxcaps and on
inspection we found that she had the scarce Pink
Waxcaps as well as various other species.
She was inordinately proud of how she had
restored her cottage and the small barn next door
which she had converted into a wine-making area and
guest bedroom. She was passionate about her wine
and some of us still have a bottle or two of her homemade vintage. She had nursed her husband when he
had dementia to the time he died and often had two of her husband’s former students (in their 60s) to
stay – her boys as she called them. She loved showing people round the cottage and fields and hosted
several Open Days and a gathering when the then Environment Minister Carwen Jones presented the
Group with an Award for all Wales for our work. Up to the time of her stroke and her departure to a
nursing home in the Midlands in her late 90s she was busy building new stone walls and applying for
grants for wall restoration.
She wrote an article in our 10th anniversary book about how she came to The Narth and her much
loved Four Acres at Maryland so we have that to remember her by and some lovely photos of her in her
best dress standing in her meadows. She was always well dressed – all in all a remarkable lady.
Maggie Biss represented MMG on 24th September at Ida's funeral at Stourbridge and afterwards
at a celebration of her long and busy life.
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Phase 1 Habitat Surveys in the Wye Valley AONB, continued from page 13

The AONB survey will update existing
information and create a comprehensive dataset for
the whole of the AONB. To date the AONB has
surveyed all of the Gloucestershire and
Monmouthshire portions of the Wye Valley AONB, an
area amounting to 170 square kilometres.
The survey methodology means each habitat
type/feature or land use is defined by way of a brief
description and is allocated a specific name, an alphanumeric code, and unique mapping colour. Notes
(called Target Notes) are taken where areas of specific
interest are found.
For example, species rich
grasslands, orchards, veteran trees, ponds and species
rich hedgerows. Surveys were carried out mainly from
Public Footpaths and Public Rights of Way with use of
binoculars, with landowner permission sought where
possible to allow more detailed surveys of grassland
habitats.
After being mapped in the field the information
is digitised onto the AONB's Geographical Information
System (GIS). This allows for more in depth analysis
and comparisons to be made with previous datasets.
Initial analysis of the Gloucestershire data by the
Gloucestershire Biological Records Centre has

provided some startling changes over the past 40
years. Headline changes include:


Deciduous woodland: increased by 59%



Coniferous woodland: decreased by 43%



Mixed woodland: increased by 18%



Scrub: increased by 23%



Improved grass – species-poor: increased by 6%



Unimproved grass and species-rich
improved: decreased by 41%



Orchards: decreased by 87%

semi-

The survey has been aided significantly through
support from trainees on the LEMUR (Learning
Environments in Marine Urban and Rural areas)
training program. The scheme is supported by the
Heritage Lottery Fund and designed to tackle
shortages in heritage skills needed by professionals to
conserve that natural heritage.
Project LEMUR offers on the job professional
experience and formal training over a 9 month
placement. The Wye Valley AONB Unit has provided a
host role for four LEMUR students since 2008 enabling
them to gather expertise and knowledge in wildlife

Phase 1 habitat data that has been digitised onto a GIS mapping system. The orange areas are
species-rich grassland
www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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and habitat survey and identification. Trainees
Sophie Cowling, Robyn Guppy and Kat White
have undertaken the lion's share of the
surveying to a very high standard. Information
gathered in 2013 has already resulted in the
designation of two new Local wildlife Sites.
The Monmouthshire Phase 1 data will be
digitised during the autumn and winter of
2014/15 and then comparisons can be made
with the data from the early 1990s. This
monitoring of land use change will provide the
AONB Unit with clear evidence of trends and
threats to our landscape and biodiversity and
help us plan our work to conserve and enhance
more effectively. Surveys in Herefordshire will
start in 2015 in the expectation that the whole of
the AONB will be completed by 2017.

LEMUR trainee Sophie Cowling is interviewed by John Craven for
the BBC production Countryfile

Wildflower Seed
At MMG we always advocate leaving your grassland to see what grows naturally, but often it does need a
bit of help. If you are going to plant seed, please make sure it is of local provenance. Each year GWT collect seed
with the harvester jointly owned by MMG, and you may have seen some of this for sale on our stands at the
events we’ve attended recently. We have a little left: an envelope will cover around 10sqm and a sack ¼ to ½
acre if scattered thinly (we do ask for donations for this).
If you missed out on this we suggest PlantWild in Herefordshire: www.plantwild.co.uk. They collect seeds
from around this area and will provide local seed for sowing this autumn. This year they have harvested from
Shirenewton and Maryland, including from some MMG members’ land.
They also have an MG5* mix from
South Herefordshire and an MG4* from
Llandrindod as well as a little Welsh upland
seed from last year, harvested near
Abergavenny.

Plantwild collecting seed from MMG member’s
meadow at Shirenewton

Another source but a bit further
away is Wyndrush Wild in south
Pembrokeshire, run by Matt Sutton & Vicky
Swann who also offer ecology consultancy
services, www.wyndrushwild.co.uk
*MG5 and MG4 are classes of grassland under
the National Vegetation Classification (NVC)
system
 MG5 – Unimproved neutral grassland,
including traditional hay meadows
 MG4 - Floodplain meadow
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Dates for your Diary
Check our web site www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk for details, location maps and updates
Wednesday 8th October: MMG Autumn Meeting, at The Centenary Hall, Maryport Street, Usk NP15 1AD (also known
as the Scout Hut). Our main speaker will be Nicola Bradbear, founder of the international charity Bees for
Development and supporter of Bee Friendly Monmouthshire. There will be a buffet supper so please book in
advance. Location and more details on our web site
Saturday 11th October: Parish Grasslands Project Autumn Meeting/Symposium, from 2 pm at the Mackenzie Hall,
Brockweir, launching their latest book, ‘Our Fields: a compilation of memories and experience of land and its use
in and around the Hudnalls’. Members of MMG are invited to discuss the way forward for groups such as ours.
More details on the PGP web site
Sunday 19th October: Local Wildlife Site Landowners Day at Llanishen Village Hall, organised by Gwent Wildlife
Trust. Starts 9.30 am with talks in the morning, and an optional wildlife walk with a chance to chat more to
other LWS owners after lunch. Landowners responsible for LWS’s should receive an invitation but for
information you can contact Andy Karran at GWT. Information about Local Wildlife Sites and Andy’s contact
details are on the GWT Local Wildlife Sites page
Friday 24th October: Dean Meadows Group Autumn Meeting with a talk by Mike Kilner, spider recorder for South
Wales Invertebrate Group, “Creatures in the Meadow – where do they go?” (what happens to the meadow
creatures when you can’t see them.) Westbury of Severn Parish Hall, 7:30 pm (bar open from 7 pm) free to
DMG members and £5 for non-members. More details on DMG web site

Monmouthshire Meadows Group is grateful for all the help
both financial and physical given by our members. We are also
indebted to the following for their sponsorship and help Tom Ward-Jackson of Tidy Towns has been very helpful to
MMG in obtaining funding for our insurance costs.
The former Countryside Council of Wales (CCW) has been
immensely supportive and we are particularly grateful to Rob
Bacon and also to Miki Miyata-Lee for all their help with our
applications for funding.
PONT – the former Welsh Grazing Project provided useful
advice to MMG on local graziers
Our book Wildflower Meadows in Monmouthshire has been
supported by the Sustainable Development Fund, a Natural
Resources Wales initiative in the Wye Valley Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Our leaflet Management of Grasslands for Wildlife was funded
by Gwent Wildlife Trust with a grant from Monmouthshire
Natural Assets Project
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