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To Join Us
Membership is the life blood of
the Group. If you are not a
member and would like to join,
please contact Martin Suter on
01600 714577 or
martinsuter@fmail.co.uk
or use our online membership
form
For general information please
contact Maggie Biss on
01989 750740 or
monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk

For contact details of our
Committee, as well as news,
events and members’ notices,
go to our web site
www.monmouthshiremeadows
.org.uk and follow us on
Twitter
@MonMeadows

Weather permitting we are starting our programme of meadow
events with some work parties in March, and we hope we can encourage
people to join in. In return you will be working in some beautiful parts of
the county. You’ll find details in Dates for your Diary (page 12).
On Thursday 10th April we have our Spring Meeting and AGM, this
time at the Babington Centre in Trellech. This year’s theme will be the
invertebrates that our meadows support, with speakers George Tordoff
from Butterfly Conservation Wales and Gwent spider recorder Mike Kilner.
There’s more information on page 3 and our web site.
This year we are going a step further on our popular Open Days and
including a bioblitz. That’s when naturalists and non-experts work together
on a fast and intensive survey of all forms of life in a particular area. The
aim is to identify as many different species as possible. If you want to join
in, our experts will be on hand to help you identify what you find, or you
can just come along to enjoy the meadows. We have two days planned:
(continued on page 2…)

Grassland Management Advice
MMG and Gwent Wildlife Trust have
jointly published this lovely new leaflet
with essential information on managing
species-rich grasslands. It includes all the
important points about caring for your hay
meadow or pasture, and answers the
questions that are asked most often about
encouraging wildflowers and the wildlife
they support onto your land.
The leaflet is available to download
as a pdf from our web site. It was
designed and written by Clare Adamson
and Steph Tyler of MMG and funded by
GWT with a grant from Monmouthshire
Natural Assets Project. We would like to
thank members and supporters who kindly
contributed photographs.

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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Spring Events continued…
Sunday 8th June when members at The Hendre
will be opening their meadows - Paul Mobbs-Morgan
at Middle Crwys, and Alex and Simon Dawson at Great
Crwys (both NP25 5NL)
Sunday 15th June at Kingcoed Farm near Usk
NP15 1DS, where the fields are owned by Rachel
Morgan
We’re very grateful to these members for
allowing us to visit their beautiful meadows.
We’ll be launching a summer photo
competition at our Open Days and activities will
include plant walks and flower and bug identification.
You can also join us for a picnic lunch (bring your own
picnic!)

On Sunday 11th May we’ll be conducting an
orchid count at the GWT meadows at Pentwyn. Last
year’s count at New Grove Meadows was well
attended and great fun so we hope you’ll want to join
in again this year.
MMG are also working with other groups, for
example leading Plant Survey walks in collaboration
with The Botanical Society of the British Isles, starting
on 26th April. We’ll also be having a presence at
events such as the Gwent Wildlife Trust Open Day in
August and the Monmouth Show.
Most of these events are on our Dates page but
keep an eye on our web site or Twitter feed
@MonMeadows for other events as they are
advertised.

From the Chair
Stephanie Tyler
Autumn and winter are quieter times with hay
having been cut and fields grazed but the Committee
has been busy planning the spring AGM and other
events for 2014. We have also been planning surveys

and advisory visits this spring to new members who
joined late in 2013.
We have produced an attractive advisory leaflet
to be used by Gwent Wildlife Trust and ourselves; we
have updated the contractors’ list; we
have, through our place on the Natural
Assets project panel, looked at numerous
applications for grants from our own
members and other Local Wildlife Site
owners and scored these applications –
some MMG members were lucky and
have received confirmation of grants for
fencing and other capital works.
We have also assisted GWT,
Natural
Resources
Wales
and
Monmouthshire County Council to
determine new Local Wildlife Sites.

Work party at Rogiet Country Park in November, picture ©Keep Wales Tidy

Volunteers from Monmouthshire Meadows, local friends of the park and
the GOALS team work to maintain the valuable grassland habitat that has
developed on the old marshalling yards, now Rogiet Countryside Park.
MMG used their power scythe to cut areas, which were then raked off.
Encroaching buddleia was cut back and the stumps pulled up.

We have also continued to move
around the ponies to graze members’
fields at Penyvan, Barbadoes Hill and
Trellech. This isn’t as straightforward as it
might seem – the ponies have to be
caught up which can be difficult with
Jacinth evading capture whenever
possible, loaded into a horse-box and
then taken to the next site.

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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The Tracmaster has been taken to several sites
to cut rough grassland, including one work task at
Rogiet Countryside Park to help clear brambles and
invading Buddleias.
MMG has also made a response to the Wye
Valley AONB’s revised management plan and
attended a meeting organised by Monmouthshire
County Council to discuss their pollinator policy.
Updates on some of these activities are given in
this newsletter.

Landowners’ day at Llandogo
Several MMG members who own Local Wildlife
Sites attended a morning meeting organised by Gwent
Wildlife Trust at Llandogo Village Hall on October 26th.
Attendees heard about available grants through the
Natural Assets project and listened to Bumblebee
Conservation Trust’s Wales Officer, Sinead Lynch talk
about bumblebees in the county and the needs of the
rarer and declining species including the Shrill Carder
Bee. Sympathetic management of grassland to allow
plants to flower and especially late-flowering plants as
knapweed and scabious is crucial for their survival.
A talk from a local landowner turned out to be
from Tony and Jane Pannett, MMG members from
near Tintern. Tony described his battles against
Bracken, including using an incredible tank to crush it
whilst Jane sang the praises of MMG and the advice it
had given and especially of the MMG Exmoor Ponies
that she and Tony hosted throughout the spring and
summer. She had some lovely photos of the two
ponies. Then after a wonderful coffee break with all
manner of biscuits, cakes and scones provided by the
ladies of Llandogo, Mike Kilner showed us photos of
various spiders that inhabit grassland and adjacent
habitats, opening our eyes to what few people see. He
then led us to the nearby churchyard to look for
spiders and other mini-beasts. All in all it was a very
worthwhile morning.
The only sad part of the morning was our
having to say goodbye to Rebecca Price who was
leaving GWT after eight years there working to
safeguard grasslands and other habitats. Rebecca is
now ecologist with the Brecon Beacons National Park
– our loss and the Park’s gain.

MMG Spring Meeting & AGM
Thursday 10th April
Babington Centre, Trellech – 7pm
Join us for an evening of meadows and meeting
like-minded people.
Advance booking is required to help us plan the
catering. A booking form will be sent to
members by email, otherwise please contact
Maggie Biss or book a place via the form on our
web site.
The theme for the evening will be the
importance of meadows to invertebrates, with
speakers George Tordoff from Butterfly
Conservation Wales and Mike Kilner, Gwent
spider recorder.

Marbled White (Jon Dunkelman)

There will be a home-made cold buffet supper,
and plenty of chance to meet and chat to other
members.
Members: £12.50 per person including a glass
of wine
Non-members are welcome at £15 each
You are also welcome to come to the talks but
not stay for supper – members for free, nonmembers at £3.00
The Babington Centre is easy to find in the
centre of Trellech, on the B4293, opposite the
church. There is plenty of parking on site

Steph Tyler
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St Mary’s Churchyard
Diane Parker
On Sunday 16th March, there will be an MMG
work party to assist the volunteers who look after the
churchyard at St Mary’s in Tintern. Diane Parker gives
us some of the background to this beautiful landmark
More than a meadow set in both a conservation
area and AONB, St. Mary's Churchyard Chapel Hill is on
a hill overlooking Tintern at the centre of "The
Common". Let’s take a walk up the hill from chapel
lane along the cobbled road, on your right formerly
pasture and orchard, now designated woodland by the
Forestry Commission. To the left is a dry-stone
retaining wall for the churchyard that has been treated
to kill saplings, bramble and other weeds which would
destroy the wall. It is due to be cleared, leaving small
ferns such as spleenworts and other wall species. At
the top of the wall, above head-height, is a steep
slope. This was cleared in the autumn and is to be
cleared to the ground and any regrowth of bracken
and bramble to be re-sprayed, leaving bare soil ready
for the emerging bluebells and other bulbs. The grass
will need some help to re-establish here. Imagine a
transformation similar to the meadow behind the
church at Lanhydrock where it is cut six weeks after
the bluebells finish flowering.
We have now reached the gateway to the
churchyard. The boundary continues as an overgrown
self-seeded hedge which requires cutting to prevent
encroachment into the churchyard especially of
dogwood. It will be managed in
the future to encourage wildlife.
In front of you two conifers have
been, or will be, cut down as they
are liable to damage the listed
retaining wall. Their removal will
restore the view and prevent
obstruction of the footpath
leading to the listed graves.
Behind the third one of these
graves, which is a pyramid;
saplings will be cleared before
they grow any larger or encroach
further into the churchyard. This
area and to the rear of the church
ruin is too shady for a meadow

due to the semi-ancient natural woodland above the
south boundary.
The main body of the churchyard from the
eastern
boundary,
towards
Chepstow,
to
approximately three quarters of the way across is
densely packed with tombs of all shapes, sizes and
periods mixed together. Last year paths were cut
through this area to allow some access. This year we
would hope to progressively mow around the
headstones to make them more visible. Care will be
taken not to cut down the Martagon Lily. This is a very
labour intensive job which would take the current
volunteers a month of Sundays, so please join us.
Beyond this to the West there are fewer headstones
the area was cut in September and has grown back
vigorously. The plan is to cut it back again in March
then leave the meadow to grow until late summer as a
few Scabious grow here.
Caroline Howard who initially started the group
carried out a preliminary plant survey about four years
ago. Since then we have received some funding which
has allowed spraying and clearing to take place giving
us hope that in the future bracken and bramble will
not grow quicker than we can clear them. A religious
site since the 12th century, the churchyard is still open
for burials and is always open to the public. Volunteers
meet the first Sunday afternoon of every month from
April to September.

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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The Glastir Scheme
Carla Edmonds
I wanted to share with you some exciting news I
had last year. Out of the blue I had a letter from the
Welsh Government announcing that I had been
selected for assessment for the Glastir advanced
scheme.
I applied for help with the land when I first
moved here 10 years ago. At the time I had to apply
for a Single Farm Payment - even though I was not
eligible to claim for this, but making this application
enabled me to claim for other help. Over the years
the names have changed, and now I apply for Glastir.
For this you need to have 3 hectares of land, 7.4 acres,
which you either own or rent or a combination of
both. I was delighted to hear I had been selected for
the advanced level - although I could not remember
ticking the box to say I wished to apply!
Below are some details about the scheme
(abridged from the Government’s information).
“Glastir pays for the delivery of specific environmental
goods and services aimed at:
 combating climate change
 improving water management
 maintaining and enhancing biodiversity
It is designed to deliver measurable outcomes at both
a farm and landscape level in a cost effective way.

Carla’s Fields

Glastir Entry (previously called the AllWales Element)
A whole farm land management scheme open to
application from all farmers and land managers
throughout Wales. It is designed to provide support
for the delivery of environmental benefits that meet
today's challenges and priorities. Successful applicants
will make a commitment to deliver environmental
goods for five years under a legally binding contract.

Glastir Advanced (previously called
Targeted Element)
A part farm scheme which will run alongside Glastir
Entry.
It is intended to deliver significant
improvements to the environmental status of a range
of habitats, species, soils and water. This may require
changes to current agricultural practices. Financial
support from the Welsh Government will be targeted
at locations where action will lead to the required
result.

Common Land Element
Provides support for the delivery of environmental
benefits on common land.

Glastir Woodlands
Provides support for land managers who wish to
create new woodland and/or manage existing
woodlands. The Woodlands Element will provide
beneficial outcomes for a range of
woodland types, species, soils and
water.”
My current agreement with
Glastir is that I will maintain the land
without pesticides or weed spraying,
erect bird and bat boxes and use one
field as a hay meadow. After a visit
from a very helpful member of staff
from Llandrindod, we devised a plan
together of what I could apply for
within the terms of the higher level.
My contract area is to run for 5 years
and I have agreed to carry out specific
works each year. The grants do not
cover the whole cost - but will be
extremely helpful, and I am
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incorporating work which I had planned to undertake
/ desperately needed doing!
In the first year of the advanced Glastir contract
I am fencing off two areas of land which are not
particularly suited to grazing for horses as they are
steep and have rabbit warrens and a badger set.
These will subsequently be planted with trees, and I
would love to add some wildflowers. I am also adding
to the very small orchard I have with 10 new trees and
guards. I will have to make the guards suitable against
horses which will be extra expense, but worth it. I am
also having some boundary double fenced for hedge
planting. The grant will help towards gates where
needed to access the newly fenced areas. In future
years I will be doing more of the same, plus erecting
more bird and bat boxes, including barn owl boxes,
and building a small pond.
Anyone who wishes to come and see what I am
doing is welcome. I am writing this in January, in the
midst of difficult weather conditions for maintaining
land with horses...and a few chickens, but at least
Spring is on the way. I cannot wait to get started on
some of these projects.
Carla Edmonds
The Government is now consulting on the future of the
Glastir scheme – comments must be submitted by 28th
March. There’s more information about the scheme
and the consultation process on the web at:
www.wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/fa
rmingandcountryside/farming/schemes/glastir

Welcome to our New
Members
We are delighted to welcome the following
new members over the autumn and winter:
Jane and Nicholas Perkins, Llantilio Crossenny
Usk Conservation Group, Abergavenny
Roma Welsford, Usk
Sue and Peter Harris, Barecroft Common
Helen Bosanquet, Monmouth
William and Valerie Stewart, Pen y Clawdd
Ian Wrenn, Sutton St Nicholas

A Request from your Membership
Secretary
Some people used to be members and we
keep them on our mailings but they have not
renewed for a year or more. If this is you do
please seriously consider renewing this year
as we need the support and encouragement
that this provides and will help us support
you as you manage your meadow. If you
want to renew please email me. If you no
longer want to be a member please let me
know.
Martin Suter, Membership secretary
martinsuter@fmail.co.uk

Say No to the Mow
This is the new campaign from PlantLife to
persuade gardeners to leave a section of their lawn
un-mowed this spring to see what wild flowers
appear. They are introducing a “Say No to the Mow”
challenge: choose a patch of lawn as a No-Mow-Zone
and spare it from the
mower’s blades until the Big
Mow in August. There is a
wild flower identification
sheet to download which has
a survey page to note the
wild flowers that appear

which they ask you to send in to them. The results
will be added to ‘a blooming great map of the UK’,
showing what’s flowering where and when.
MMG members will find this a small
contribution, but one to encourage your neighbours
to join in with? Details
are on PlantLife’s web
site:

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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County Pollinator Policy
Jon Dunkelman
At a meeting at County Hall in Usk on
9 December, Monmouthshire County Council
representatives discussed their proposed new
pollinator policy with interested parties. As well as
MMG, various community and green groups were
represented and the large attendance must have been
encouraging for the council representatives that
organised the meeting.
th

 Trial areas of pollinator friendly planting starting
with Yellow Rattle, typically on wide flat roadside
areas on approaches to towns. They will be
marked with yellow posts
 Changes to mowing regimes on sites of interest in
some parks and open areas. Under guidance from
Gwent Wildlife Trust some areas are being left to
naturalise
 Working with community councils to develop small
trial wildflower areas
 Planting corn poppies in cemeteries
commemorate the First World War

Bumblebee take off
Keith Moseley

Dr Nicola Bradbear, Director of the Monmouthbased charity Bees for Development, gave a
presentation on the importance of bees and other
pollinators to biodiversity and highlighted the
wasteland that modern day verges, hedges, street
planters and gardens often are to insects. She showed
a number of shaming photos taken locally, including
pictures taken in Monmouth and Usk town centres.
Alison Howard from the council outlined the
new policy to be presented to the council for approval
in January. This policy is designed to be ‘Bee Friendly’
– they even have a logo with a happy bee on it. It
involves a number of positive developments which
include:
 Changing the verge cutting regimes to make fewer
cuts and to make a number of them later in the
year (although there will be no changes to minor
roads and safety will always be paramount)
 Annual bedding sites will be planted with a mixture
of annual/perennial native species rather than the
lurid sterile high-maintenance hybrids that
predominate currently

to

A number of concerns were voiced from the
audience. On the sensible side, MMG stressed that
local provenance seed should be used for wild flowers
that are planted. On the slightly less sensible side
there was concern from one attendee that actual wild
flowers might sneak into any new ‘wildflower’ areas
that are sown or planted! There was a repeated call
for education from a number of the audience so the
message reaches schools as well as educating the
general public who might otherwise think the council
is merely reneging on its duty to cut the grass
regularly. From my perspective I would also like to
see the council purchase a side-flail collector so that
cuttings from verges can be collected automatically,
but it seems that this may be a cost too much in
current times.
Leaving that curmudgeonly thought to one side
the new policy is to be welcomed and the council is
also taking a considered approach to implementation
which should help ensure that the policy works in
practice.
UPDATE: In January the Council were presented with
a petition against the proposal containing 120
signatures. We do not understand this opposition, but
in response, Bees for Development set up an online
petition to support the policy. At the time of writing
this had 788 signatures and we expect the policy to go
before the council on 19th March. You can sign the
petition at www.ipetitions.com/petition/bee-friendlymonmouthshire. The text of the proposed policy is
available to download from the Bees for Development
web site www.beesfordevelopment.org

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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Wye Valley AONB Management Plan
Marilyn Dunkelman
The Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty covers the area around the lower reaches of
the River Wye, a total of 327 square km (128 square
miles). It stretches from Mordiford in the north, just
east of Hereford, southwards to the outskirts of
Chepstow. As a nationally designated landscape area
it has some special protections. Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty share equal status with National Parks
in terms of scenic beauty and landscape protection,
but unlike National Parks they do not have their own
statutory authority that controls planning and other
issues across the area. Instead it is the job of the Wye
Valley Joint Advisory Committee to advise the
statutory authorities (local councils and other bodies)
regarding issues which could affect the AONB.

Adapted from image
licensed under the
Creative Commons
Attribution-Share
Alike 3.0: © Natural
England copyright
2012. Contains
Ordnance Survey
data © Crown
copyright and
database right 2012

One of the duties of the Joint Advisory
Committee is to produce five-year Management Plans
containing policies designed to protect and, where
appropriate, enhance the natural beauty of the AONB.
These plans are used as guidelines for the statutory
authorities and their policies must, for example, be
taken into consideration by the council when
determining planning applications or when drawing
up their own long term plans for the area.
In this context, ‘natural beauty’ does not refer
just to the scenery, but is defined in a wider sense:
“The natural beauty of AONBs
encompasses everything – ‘natural’ and human
– that makes an area distinctive: geology,

climate, soil, plants, animals, communities,
archaeology, buildings, the people who live in
it, past and present, and the perceptions of
those who visit it.” (Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty Management Plans: A Guide
Countryside Agency Publications, CA23)
Every five years the AONB Management Plan is
renewed, and at that time the public is given the
opportunity to comment on the draft version of the
next plan, and thus to influence the policies.
Monmouthshire
Meadows
Group
submitted
comments on the recent draft plan with the aim of
strengthening protection for flower-rich grassland.
The AONB plan already includes policies to protect the
biodiversity of the area, recognising the importance of
grassland habitat, and also supports conserving the
small field pattern of unimproved/semi-improved
grassland which contributes so much to the landscape
and heritage of the Wye Valley.
In fact the
amendments we suggested were relatively minor,
intended to stress the importance of protecting
species-rich grassland given its unprecedented decline
in recent years. We feel this is just as important as
protecting the woodland, which is given great
prominence in the plan.
Meadows have been in the news recently, and
thanks partly to Prince Charles’ Millennium Meadows
project their plight is becoming more widely known.
Councils are being encouraged to consider their grass
cutting policies (see the MCC Pollinator Policy
elsewhere in this newsletter), and PlantLife has
launched a new campaign to persuade gardeners to
leave aside an area of their land for wild flowers (‘Say
No to the Mow’, see page 6).
It’s vital that we all maintain the pressure
whenever we can, by commenting on local authority
policies, reminding our friends and generally
spreading the word to make sure meadows stay in the
spotlight. Responding to these official consultation
documents is part of this continual process. It can be
hard work (the document is 93 pages - you can still
download it from the AONB web site) but, as we all
know, every little helps.

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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Birdwatching Walks in Gwent
Book Review by Jon Dunkelman
As someone who spends a lot of time walking in
Gwent wondering what type of birds I have just
disturbed, I was immediately attracted by this book
which contains details of 55 walks and the birds you
might expect to encounter on each walk.
Each walk is shown on a detailed map with key
points referenced to the text describing the route.
The walks are written by a large number of different
authors so I can’t speak for all of them but the ones I
have followed have been clear and easy to follow.
The special element of this book is of course the birds
that you might hope to see. These are listed under
either ‘Target Birds’ with a percentage chance
attached or under ‘Other Likely Species’. For example
if you take Walk 40 which is in the Silent Valley GWT
reserve the target birds are listed as:
 All Year: Red Kite 30%, Peregrine 30%, Stonechat 80%
 Summer: Redstart 80%, Pied Flycatcher 80%,
Spotted Flycatcher 20%, Tree Pipit 80%
 Autumn/winter: Brambling 50%
Of course the chance of seeing the target birds
is actually the chance that the expert authors will see

and identify the target
birds and so for me the
percentages
are
probably a lot less.
However I am hopeful
that if I take my binos
and my bird book with
me I will be able to use
this walks book to good
effect and learn how to
ID some new species.
There is lots of
ancillary
information
such as a summary of habitats and the Gwent bird list
in full (with a blank column so those among us who
like to tick things off can do so). All in all it is very
nicely produced and an absolute snip at £12.
Birdwatching Walks in Gwent was produced for
Gwent Ornithological Society by various authors
including MMG chairman Steph Tyler, and edited by Al
Venables. It is available from Gwent Ornithological
Society (www.gwentbirds.org.uk)

Autumn Meeting Report
Speakers at our October 2013 Get-together
We held our Autumn meeting in The Priory at Monmouth last October, and enjoyed our usual buffet meal
while being entertained by three speakers, Anne Wareham on her mini-meadow at Veddw, Sheelagh Kerry on
Abergavenny Community Orchard, and local botanist Elsa Wood on autumn meadow fungi.

Anne Wareham - The Garden Meadow at
Veddw
Anne is a garden writer, author of The Bad
Tempered Gardener and contributor to The
Telegraph and gardening magazines, as well as
maintaining her gardening blog. Together with her
photographer husband Charles Hawes, she has
created the well-known Veddw House Garden at
their home near Devauden. Part of the garden has
been retained and managed as a meadow, where
the land has probably not been ploughed for over
200 years. To quote Anne “The anemones, wild
orchids, cowslips, ox eye daisies and wild grasses

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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have multiplied and reassure us we are doing a good
thing here. In the spring, when everywhere else is
just emerging the meadow is the star of the garden.”
Veddw garden is open to the public in summer (see
their web site www.veddw.com for details).

Sheelagh Kerry on Abergavenny
Community Orchard
Work to set up The Abergavenny Community
Orchard was started in September 2011 on half an
acre of level ground below Abergavenny Castle, on the

Elsa Wood on Fungi
Elsa Wood gave an illustrated short talk on
meadow fungi. She highlighted some of the features
to look for to help identify fungi. In addition to the
characteristics of the cap, gills and stipe, particularly
the presence or absence of a ring and/or volva, she
said how important it was to determine the colour of
the spores.

Pink Waxcap
(Hygrocybe calyptriformis)

There were pictures of some of the good
edible species such as field and horse
mushrooms, pointing out the need to check for
the yellow staining mushrooms that can cause
gastric upsets. Other delicious edible species
such as wood blewits, puffballs and parasols
were shown.

Above: The
orchard
below the
Castle
Right: the
hand-made
hand baler

It was stressed that accurate identification
was essential before eating any wild mushrooms
as psychological poisoning could be just as
dramatic as the real thing!!

fringe of Castle Meadows. After the initial ground
clearance (there was some Japanese knotweed
present), trimming back of surrounding bushes and
fencing, a selection of over 50 apple, pear and plum
trees were planted in the winter of 2012/13, by local
people and also school children. The group undertook
training in the use of Austrian hand scythes and in the
summer of 2013 the grass around the trees was cut by
hand and made into hay by a willing band of
volunteers. They used a wooden hand operated hay
baler to make over 100 small bales. These they
stacked on site and are selling for use by rabbits and
guinea pigs. The trees have survived their first year
well and the group is looking forward to future
harvests.

Some of the common non-edible and
poisonous meadow species were also mentioned
including magic mushrooms, dung fungi and species
such as ‘poison pie’.

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk

Parasol mushroom
(Macrolepiota procera)

Page 10

The importance of the conservation
implications of grassland fungi was stressed. The
colourful waxcaps that occur in large numbers in some
unimproved meadows contribute to the biodiversity
of the area. Many are fungi from mycorrhizal
associations with some orchids and some of the trees
that grow around the meadows. This symbiotic

relationship between the fungus and flowering plant
contributes to the health and stability of the orchids in
our meadows.
It will be interesting to see how many different
species of fungus we can find in our meadows this
autumn-and look out for one or two spring species
such as St George’s mushroom.

End Note: Pollinator Policies, the National Perspective
It has been obvious for some time that the declining populations of pollinating insects, particularly bees, could
become a disaster for our countryside and for crops. In July last year, the Welsh Government launched their
Action Plan for Pollinators in Wales (triggering Monmouthshire’s own Pollinators Policy, page 7). Now it is the
English government’s turn and Defra have just released a consultation version of their National Pollinator
Strategy for England. This is available on the Defra web site: www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nationalpollinator-strategy-for-bees-and-other-pollinators-in-england. While this recognises the need to take action,
many environmental groups are saying that it does not go far enough, criticising Defra for leaving the
investigation of adverse effects of insecticides such as neonicotinoids in the hands of the manufacturers of those
insecticides. Buglife, the charity devoted to the conservation of invertebrates, has published the policy it would
like to see implemented, Get Britain Buzzing: A Manifesto for Pollinators, available on their site
www.buglife.org.uk. The problem is being recognised, but is enough being done?

By now all members should have received our book Wildflower Meadows in
Monmouthshire. Let us know if you have not yet had your free copy, or pick yours
up at our Spring Meeting on 10th April.
Extra copies are available at £5 plus £2 p&p.
Contact Maggie Biss, monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk

Monmouthshire Meadows Group is grateful for all the help
both financial and physical given by our members. We are also
indebted to the following for their sponsorship and help Tom Ward-Jackson of Tidy Towns has been very helpful to
MMG in obtaining funding for our insurance costs.
The former Countryside Council of Wales (CCW) has been
immensely supportive and we are particularly grateful to Rob
Bacon and also to Miki Miyata-Lee for all their help with our
applications for funding.
PONT - the Welsh Grazing Project has provided useful advice to
MMG on local graziers
Our book Wildflower Meadows in Monmouthshire has been
supported by the Sustainable Development Fund, a Natural
Resources Wales initiative in the Wye Valley Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Our new leaflet Management of Grasslands for Wildlife was
funded by Gwent Wildlife Trust with a grant
from Monmouthshire Natural Assets Project
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Dates for your Diary
Check our web site www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk for details, location maps and updates
Sunday 9th March: MMG Work Party at Ty Major, Forest Coal Pit, Abergavenny NP7 7LH (Peter Smith & Sheelagh
Kerry). The task will be gorse and scrub clearance. Start around 10.30 am
Sunday 16th March: MMG Work Party helping volunteers at St Mary's Churchyard, Tintern (see article p4). Meet on
Chapel Lane at the bottom of the cobbled path at 10am. Directions on MMG web site
Thursday 10th April: MMG Spring Meeting and AGM at The Babington Centre in
Trellech, 7pm. Meadows and Invertebrates, with George Tordoff from
Butterfly Conservation Wales and Gwent spider recorder Mike Kilner

Comma
butterfly
Jeremy
Harris

Friday 11th April: Dean Meadows Group Spring Meeting at West Dean Centre,
Bream, at 7:30 pm. Restoring and Creating a Wildflower Meadow with
speakers from PlantWild
Saturday 26th April: Monmouthshire Plant Group invites MMG supporters to join
them on their monthly Plant Recording walks in collaboration with BSBI.
April’s walk is Wye Valley Woodland. Booking is required, please contact Steph Tyler:
steph_tyler2001@hotmail.com

Sunday 11th May: Join MMG in an Orchid Survey, counting Green-veined Orchids and Early Purple Orchids at Gwent
Wildlife Trust’s reserve at Pentwyn
Tuesday 13th May: Conservation Grazing Event hosted by Gwent Wildlife Trust, 10am to 3.30pm at Pentwyn Farm,
Penallt. Contact GWT for details and to book a place: 01600 740600 or email info@gwentwildlife.org
Wednesday 21st May: Plant recording walk with Monmouthshire Plant Group in SO32 near Llanvihangel Crucorney.
Booking is required, please contact Steph Tyler
Sunday 8th June: MMG Open Day/Bioblitz. Members at The Hendre will be opening their meadows - Paul MobbsMorgan at Middle Crwys, and Alex and Simon Dawson at Great Crwys (both NP25 5NL) 10.30am to 4.30pm
Wednesday 11th June: Meadow Plant Identification for Beginners run by Gwent Wildlife Trust with tutor Gemma
Bodé, 10am to 12.30pm at Pentwyn Farm near Monmouth. Booking essential through the Trust - 01600 740600
Saturday 14th June: Wildflowers & Other Wildlife at Llanmelin Hill Fort. GWT host a guided tour at this lovely site
near Chepstow, led by Andy Karran, 10am to 1pm. Booking essential through the Trust - 01600 740600
Saturday 14th June: Plant recording walk with Monmouthshire Plant Group – Grasses, sedges and rushes day at
Springdale Farm near Usk. Booking is required, please contact Steph Tyler
Sunday 15th June: MMG Open Day/Bioblitz at Kingcoed Farm, Usk NP15 1DS, where the fields are owned by Rachel
Morgan. 10.30am to 4.30pm
Wednesday 16th July: Plant recording walk with Monmouthshire Plant Group – Tarren yr Esgob in the Black
Mountains, joint meeting with Brecon plant group. You need to be fit to climb up to the crags. Booking is
required, please contact Steph Tyler
Tuesday 12th August: Gwent Wildlife Trust Open Day at their headquarters at Dingestow Court, near Monmouth,
hosted by the owner, Helen Bosanquet . 11am to 4pm
Saturday 16th August: Plant recording walk with Monmouthshire Plant Group - Rogiet Countryside Park. Many rare
plants grow on the site. Booking is required, please contact Steph Tyler
Wednesday 17th September: Final Plant recording walk with Monmouthshire Plant Group in beech woods near
Crumlin. Booking is required, please contact Steph Tyler
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