
Stag Beetle Recording for Monmouthshire 
 
Firstly I’d just like to say thanks for allowing me the opportunity to let you know a bit about the stag 

beetle (Lucanus cervus) and Natural Resources Wales’ hopes to get a better understanding of its 

distribution across Monmouthshire. Please refer anyone you think may be interested in taking part to 

this link. 

DISTRIBUTION & CONSERVATION 

A recent report on their status can be found on the JNCC website at:- 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/Article17/FCS2007-S1083-audit-Final.pdf 

We are still unclear of their distribution across Wales which is where you can help us to learn more 

about them.  Traps should be put out between the start/middle of May until the end of July. 

FLIGHT INTERCEPTION TRAP 

I am hoping that you can help me by running a flight interception trap which uses root stem ginger as a 

lure. The ginger emits a chemical called alpha copaene which is also given off by decaying wood and 

acts as an attractant to a lot of insects which spend large periods of their lifecycle in decaying wood 

(also known as ‘saproxylic’ insects). 

The research report which looked into methods for actively monitoring stag beetles and includes 

information about the design of the trap can be seen at the following link (it has a picture of the flight 

interception trap on page 3):-   www.ptes.org/files/1349_stag_beetle_monitoring_methods.pdf 

I’ve slightly amended the design and have provided some measurements and instructions below:- 

Materials required:- 

 Thin bamboo canes (approximately 8) 

 Plastic sheeting 

 Small vessel to put some ginger in (e.g. camera film pot with holes drilled in) 

 Larger vessel to collect insects at bottom of trap (again with holes in bottom so rain can run out) 

 Staples 

 Elastic bands 

1) Plastic sheets to cut 

  4x triangular sheets for the funnel (bottom half of trap) 

 2 x rectangular sheets for the top half of the trap 

 

 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/Article17/FCS2007-S1083-audit-Final.pdf
http://www.ptes.org/files/1349_stag_beetle_monitoring_methods.pdf


2) Putting together top half of trap (using the 2 rectangular plastic sheets & 4 bamboo canes) 

Staple the hems of the plastic sheets down and punch a hole (with a pencil) in the hems at the 

halfway point to allow the bamboo cane to pass through them. Arrange the plastic sheets onto the 

bamboo canes as shown below and staple the folded spine of the sheets together leaving a small 

gap for the lure pot. 

 
 

 

3) Making the funnel/bottom half of trap (4 triangular sheets and 4 bamboo canes) 

Staple the hems down and then staple the 4 triangles together as shown below. Then place a 

bamboo cane inside the hem of each edge. The bamboo canes protruding from the corner points of 

the funnel can then be fastened to the bamboo canes of the top half of the trap by wrapping elastic 

bands around the canes. 

 
 



4) Attach your lure pot in the middle of the top part of the trap (see the image in above mentioned 

report). I used staples to secure it.  

 

5) Hang the trap at approximately 2m height in close proximity to any potential deadwood and attach 

a collecting pot to the bottom of the funnel. The pot should be steep sided and at least 10cm deep 

with small holes in so water can drain out. 

 

Traps must be checked daily to prevent them harbouring lots of insects during an important time 

of their breeding period. These beetles only have one summer season to breed so the less time they 

spend caught in the trap the better especially being that they are most active during warm dry 

weather (which we didn’t have much of last year). 

 

Please send your records to me at:- 

robert.bacon@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 

or 

robert.bacon@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 

 

Records should include:- 

1)  a photograph if you can (especially if you are unsure of what you have found, a coin in the shot 

could help with understanding the size of the insect) 

2)  date of record 

3)  grid reference (this is a good website for finding your grid reference:- 

 www.mapmate.co.uk/userzone/p/Locate) 

 

 

Thanks for all your help and happy hunting! 

 

Rob 
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