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Our aims are to conserve and enhance the landscape by enabling members to maintain,
manage and restore their semi-natural grasslands and associated features
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To Join Us
Membership is the life blood of
the Group. If you are not a
member and would like to join,
please contact Martin Suter on
01600 714577 or
martinsuter@fmail.co.uk
or Jill Featherstone on
jillyfeather@yahoo.com
or use our online membership
form

It was a perfect summer
evening on 9th June when members
and guests gathered at Northridge
House, home of Ann and Michael
Robinson, to celebrate MMG’s tenth
year and to launch our book
Wildflower
Meadows
in
Monmouthshire. This was after a
wonderful day viewing members’
meadows around Shirenewton in
the first of this year’s Open Days.
At the party, Sarah Sawyer of
Wye Valley AONB, spoke on behalf
of the book’s funders (they seem
very pleased with the results), and
we met up with old friends including
Trevor Evans MBE, our president,
and Diana Bevan, founder member and the first chairman of MMG. Our
newest committee member, Clare Adamson, coordinated the refreshments
(and contributed some mouth-watering meringues).
Earlier on, the Open Day was also well attended and we are very
grateful to our members who welcomed people to their beautiful
meadows. There are pictures of our lovely sunny day on our web site, and
more details about the book, and how to get your copy, in this newsletter.

For general information please
contact Maggie Biss on
01989 750740 or
monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk

For contact details of our
Committee, as well as news,
events and members’ notices,
go to our web site
www.monmouthshiremeadows
.org.uk

MMG committee members Jill Featherstone, Steph Tyler, Maggie Biss and Ann Robinson
celebrating our book launch, with Sarah Sawyer of AONB (behind)
Picture Keith Moseley
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From the Chair
Stephanie Tyler
The anniversary book

Talks and meetings

I always say that we have had a busy time but
these past few months that has been so true. Since
being awarded a grant from the AONB’s Sustainable
Development Fund in late January a small team has
put together a book to celebrate our tenth
anniversary. The book was printed in early May and
includes accounts by some members on their own
grasslands – the trials and tribulations of managing
the land and the enjoyment gained from seeing the
wildflowers and other wildlife. The book is lavishly
illustrated with colour photos by members notably
Ray Armstrong and Keith Moseley. Ray’s lovely photo
of New Grove meadows graces the front cover. We
could not have achieved this without huge amounts of
time being put in by Marilyn Dunkelman whose IT
skills enabled the layout and insertion of photos, by
Glynis Laws for her patient and meticulous proofreading, by Maggie Biss for all her help especially with
printers and by Ann Robinson who first suggested the
book and has sat on the sub-committee seeing it
through to fruition.

We gave a talk to the AONB staff and volunteers
on the work of the Group on 22nd May and have
attended various meetings and on June 7th gave a talk
at a Bumblebee Workshop in Newport organised by
the Bumblebee Conservation Trust. We went to a
meeting in Usk with Tidy Towns and Monmouthshire
County Council to discuss licensing of under-utilised
green space so local community groups can create
wildflower areas, plant fruit trees or grow vegetables.

AGM and Open Days
We also organised another successful AGM and
supper where the talk by Rob Bacon on Stag Beetles
was an added bonus. Arrangements for the book
launch on June 9th and Open Days on June 9th and 16th
have kept us busy too. Plans
are afoot too to buy new
display boards and attend the
Usk and Monmouth Shows,
GWT’s Open Day at Seddon
House at Dingestow Court on
6th August and various other
events.

Machinery news
We sold an old Galignani baler which was
surplus to our requirements thanks to Bill Howard for
organising its inclusion in an auction at Chepstow and
going along on the day to see how it sold. Thanks too
to farmers Ed Rogers and Geoff Pugh for their help
with transporting the baler to Chepstow. The outcome
was £550 for MMG coffers.

Our ponies
The Exmoor Ponies have been at Brook Barn
near Tintern for several months now and are being
well looked after by Jane and Tony Pannett; Steph
and Alan Poulter have visited several times to check
hooves and provide ointment to prevent itching from
midges. Not that there have been many midges in the
cool spring weather!

Representatives from Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty who attended a talk about
MMG, with Steph Tyler and Rebecca Price from Gwent Wildlife Trust
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Surveys and advice

Welcome to our New Members

We are also gradually surveying the fields
belonging to new members and have been to sites at
Llanvaches, Llanhennock, Devauden and Pen-y-caemawr. We have advised the Babington Centre at
Trellech on developing a wildflower meadow and are
advising Friends of Castle Meadows at Abergavenny
on their plans to create interesting meadows. We also
visited Tri-Wall in Monmouth to look at three fields in
their ownership and to advise on the best course of
action there.

I am delighted to welcome the
following new members to the group: John
Quantick, Nicky Morgan at Llanishen, Carol
Knight at Brockweir, Gerry Hawkins at
Llanhennock, David Aubrey at Llanvaches, Tim
Miles of Pen-y-cae-mawr, Norman Williams
from Botany Bay, Rebecca Weissbort from
Hewlesfield, Marcus Perrin in Chepstow,
Mark Pople in Llanellen and Simon & Alex
Dawson of The Hendre.

As for some of our future projects, plans are
afoot to produce a new leaflet on managing and
creating species-rich grassland, perhaps jointly with
GWT.

We like to offer all new members a site
visit so we can survey their land and offer
them advice on land management, so if you
haven’t had a visit yet please get in touch.

Steph Tyler

Martin Suter, Membership secretary
martinsuter@fmail.co.uk

Natural Resources Wales
This is the name of the new body that has been
formed from the Countryside Council for Wales,
Environment Agency Wales and the Forestry
Commission Wales. They joined formally on 1st April
this year. The purpose is to ensure that the natural
resources of Wales are sustainably maintained,
enhanced and used now and in the future. They plan
to work for Wales’ economy and help businesses and
developers to understand and consider environmental
impacts. They will work for communities to protect
people from environmental incidents like flooding and
pollution. They will work to maintain and improve the
quality of the environment for everyone and make the
environment and natural resources more resilient to
climate change and other pressures.
The new institution covers an ambitious range
of activities including





Maintaining 2000 miles of flood defences;
Regulating sectors including forestry and nuclear
power
Licensing activities water abstraction flood
defence and dredging consent
Protecting important conservation sites covering
30% of Wales’ landscape



Responding to 9000 planning applications per
year
 Flood warnings
 Managing 120 000 hectares of woodland and
marketing 650 000 tonnes of timber.
Will the new body affect our work in the
Monmouthshire Meadows Group? Not immediately.
At the moment the new body is working at policy and
political level. Staff at the various organisations are
continuing to work to their existing objectives. In the
long term we will benefit from a holistic organisation
that embraces all aspects of the environment. It’s an
ambitious and brave venture.
Bill Howard
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Flowers on Road Verges
Our many miles of road verges have the capacity
to support many meadow flowers; indeed most of you
will have noticed good stretches for cowslips and
perhaps orchids too.
However, many of our road verges are so
enriched with fertilisers from adjacent fields or
constant mulching each time the Council cuts the
grass, that the only plants that thrive are the coarse
grasses - Cocksfoot grass and False Oat Grass – and
Cow Parsley and later on in the summer, Hogweed,
These last two may be great plants for insects and
certainly the fringe of Cow Parsley or Queen Anne’s
Lace is a wonderful sight in May but verges should
support so much more. Steep banks where the
nutrients quickly leach out, may hold Knapweed,
Betony, vetches, trefoils and clovers, and Field
Scabious. In Monmouthshire some of the best verges
have been marked with white posts
and on these stretches there should
be a late summer cut with all the
cuttings removed, to mimic a hay
meadow. An early March cut may
also take place but no cut during
April to June. All too frequently we
can see our favourite verges mown
prematurely with the lovely show of
plants destroyed before they can
seed. Sometimes this is not the
Council’s fault but the damage done
Picture: Keith Moseley
by a local resident who likes to see

things neat and tidy – an anathema for wildlife. We
have to change attitudes and convince people that
long grass has benefits for plants and insects.
PlantLife is trying to persuade Councils to have a
sympathetic mowing regime and stop being too tidyminded. A single strip could be mown where there are
safely reasons but leaving most of the verge to
develop as a linear meadow. (See Plantlife’s web site
www.plantlife.org.uk).
If you know of a particularly rich stretch of road
verge, do please let us know. Last year following
surveys, new road verge reserves were set up,
including a bank near Trellech with numerous
Southern Marsh Orchids and a long stretch near St.
Maughans.
Steph Tyler

Spring Meeting and AGM
The 10th anniversary AGM was held prior to the
Spring Meeting at the Bridges Community Centre in
Monmouth and was attended about around 60
members. A lovely meal was provided with ample
choice of desserts for the greedier amongst us.

cycle of the stag beetle – I’ll never move another pile
of decaying wood for fear of disturbing a 3-year old
stag beetle larva and will be looking out for adult stag
beetles flying around on warm evenings over the
summer.

Martin Suter volunteered to join the committee
and take over from Pam Lloyd as membership
secretary, the rest of the team were re-elected
unopposed.

Steph Tyler then gave an overview of the work
and successes of MMG in the past 10 years, explaining
how it came about and the positive impact it has made
in helping local landowners restore and maintain their
meadows.

Rob Bacon from the newly formed Natural
Resources Wales gave a fascinating talk on the life

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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News from Gwent Wildlife Trust
Rebecca Price, Wildlife Projects Officer
Happy Birthday Gwent Wildlife Trust!
While MMG celebrates its tenth anniversary,
2013 marks Gwent Wildlife Trust’s 50th! And we’re
encouraging people to help celebrate with us.
Throughout the year, the Trust is holding a series of
special walks and events – details can be found at
www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on
As part of the celebrations GWT teamed up with
local running club Chepstow Harriers, to organise
Gwent’s first ever Race for Wildlife on Sunday 12th
May 2013 in Undy. The race was a great success, with
over 100 runners for the 10K race on the day.
GWT is also hosting a photography competition.
We know many of you already spend much of your
time out looking at wildlife and lots of you take your
cameras with you. This is your chance to show us just
what you can find out there.
Icicles on ivy, Peacock butterfly, D Maw

The competition is open to entries between
15th August and 31st August 2013 and is limited to
one entry of one single photograph per person. There
are only two categories – the under 16s and the 16s
and over. The only other rule is that the photograph
should have been taken in Gwent, it doesn’t matter
when, but it should have a wildlife or Living Landscape
theme. The prizes for both categories are places on
GWT’s events in 2014 up to the value of £20. The short
listed finalists will go on display at our 2013 AGM in
September where the overall winner in each category
will be announced.
To enter, send a single photograph on the
theme of wildlife or Living Landscapes to
photocomp@gwentwildlife.org between 15th and 31st
August 2013, including your full name, contact email
address, your date of birth if entering the young
person's category and the location of the photograph

Update on Monmouthshire Natural Assets
Project
As a result of the combined efforts of the
Monmouthshire Meadows Group and Gwent Wildlife
Trust, over 40 new Local Wildlife Sites were identified
in 2012. These were mainly species-rich grasslands but
also included ancient woodland and heathland sites.
The Monmouthshire Natural Assets Project has had
contact with over 200 landowners, undertaking
botanical surveys, providing wildlife advice and
discussing applications to the project’s grant scheme.
Work continues this year with Andy Karran joining
Gwent Wildlife Trust as our seasonal surveyor, to help
identify more Local Wildlife Sites.
Over £35k of Natural Assets grants have now
been allocated to 24 different projects on Local
Wildlife Sites, which help enhance or restore these
special places for wildlife. This includes a significant
number owned by members of the Monmouthshire
Meadows Group, the support of which is important to
the long term sustainability of the grant projects.
Local Wildlife Sites represent some of the best
examples of species-rich grassland, woodland and
wetland in the county. Together they form an
important network of stepping stones via which
wildlife can move through the landscape. Careful
management is a key part of ensuring these special
sites are conserved for the future and many of these
often small sites, face special management challenges.

Laid hedgerow funded by a Natural Assets Grant – R Price
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This is where the grant scheme may be able to help;
for example stock-proof fencing or water trough
provision to enable wildflower-rich grassland to be
sensitively grazed, restoring traditional field
boundaries (e.g. hedge-laying, dry-stone wall
restoration), works to control invasive species, small
specialised machinery/tools purchase or works to
enable machinery to access sites to perform much
needed management works.
An example includes Parson’s Grove Local
Wildlife Site. A grant of £2,000 was awarded towards
the costs of installing stock-proof fencing around the
perimeter of the site, which was surveyed by Steph
Tyler in 2011. When the site was purchased in 2010
the fields had not been grazed or hay cut, and the
grassland benefitted from the loan of the
Monmouthshire Meadows group’s ponies and electric
fencing. The stock fencing will help the site to be
sensitively grazed on a long term basis, allowing the
site’s wild plants to thrive. Already the site has
enjoyed some winter grazing by Welsh Mountain
ponies, thanks to PONT, MMG and Chris & Joni Gooch.
Joni was an excellent host and advocate for Local
Wildlife Sites at the April meeting of the
Monmouthshire Rural Development Plan Partnership,
held at Parson’s Grove and featuring the Natural
Assets Project.

Applications to the grant scheme are open until
Autumn 2013 and applications are assessed in batches
by the Natural Assets Grants Panel made up by
representatives from Natural Resources Wales,
Monmouthshire Meadows Group, Monmouthshire
County Council and Gwent Wildlife Trust.
If you are a Local Wildlife Site owner and would
like to discuss a grant application idea, contact
Rebecca Price, Natural Assets Project Officer, Gwent
Wildlife Trust, rprice@gwentwildlife.org

Extension to Pentwyn Farm Nature Reserve
GWT has successfully completed the purchase
of approximately 3.5 acres of neutral grassland (known
as the Frost’s Land), forming an extension to its
Pentwyn Farm Meadows Nature Reserve (Penallt).
The greater proportion of the Frost’s Land is part of
the Pentwyn Farm SSSI and as such is valued for its
species-rich neutral grassland. The site has been
managed by GWT for 8 years through management
agreement with the previous owners. Species include
common spotted orchid, common bird’s foot trefoil
and cowslip and there are several large ant hills in the
SSSI field.
The fields provide further ecological connectivity
between GWT’s Wyeswood Common and Pentwyn
Farm Reserves. The purchase was secured thanks to a
legacy and a grant from CCW.
Rebecca Price

Photos, above of grant funded works at Brook Barn Trellech —from left to right: pre fencing works, new fencing in situ,
MMG Exmoor ponies arrive on site

Booking the Ponies
If you would like to have the MMG ponies for a short time to help with your grazing, please get in touch with
Steph Tyler as soon as possible so we can start to allocate dates.

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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MCC: Licensing Unused Land for
Community Use

Stag Beetle Recording

In May, Steph Tyler and I went to a meeting
held at the new County Hall in Usk.

Everyone who attended our Spring meeting on
11th April was impressed with Rob Bacon’s
presentation on Stag Beetles (Lucanus cervus) and
how Natural Resources Wales hopes to get a better
understanding
of
their
distribution
across
Monmouthshire by involving people like us in
recording sightings.

We were curious both to see the new ‘green’
building (lots of jokes about all the hot air from the
councillors being recycled) as well as attend the
meeting which was organized by Councillor Phil
Hobson of Chepstow to discuss with interested groups
his suggested new policy for the ‘Licensing of land for
community food growing and the establishment of
wildflower meadow planting’. The meeting was lively
and representatives from a variety of groups - a
couple of Transition Town reps, Abergavenny Castle
Meadows Restoration Group, Bee conservation, GWT
as well as Monmouthshire County Council (MCC)
housing and land managers - became increasingly
excited about the idea of local groups being able to
take over (initially council) unused and often derelict
local areas of land within their communities and that
MCC would grant them licences to do so.
The discussions covered all aspects and
problems that might arise from such a paradigm
project and moved on to include mowing regimes on
council land and roadside verges.
Cllr Hobson was encouraged by this enthusiasm
and his next step was to present his policy for scrutiny
by the full council.

An invitation to join in

The Stag Beetle is the UK’s largest beetle, and is
in decline, mostly, as you might guess, because of
habitat loss. There is a recent report on their
status on the Joint Nature Conservation Committee
(JNCC) website
Rob demonstrated how to make a trap to
capture (temporarily of course) and record these
fascinating little creatures. These traps should be put
out between the start/middle of May until the end of
July so now’s the time to start planning if you want to
take part.
There are details on our web site, including a
downloadable file with full instructions on making one
of these flight interception traps, and where to send
your results. There are links to sites with in-depth
information about the ecology of the beetles, with
some amazing pictures.
Rob is a Conservation Officer with Natural Resources
Wales (Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru).

We subsequently learn that
this he did and it seems to have been
well received although several
stumbling blocks were listed to be
addressed before the policy could be
voted on. These are the inevitable
Health and Safety, cost to the
council, insurance and, as far as road
verges were concerned, that they
should not become a distraction to
drivers!
We wait to see what happens
next . . .

Picture: Nick Sharp

Maggie Biss
Stag beetles, picture: Nick Sharp
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Dates for your Diary
Check our web site www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk for news and updates on events
Sunday 16th June: Monmouthshire Meadows Open Day in the Trellech area. A further four meadows are open
between 11am and 4pm
Sunday 16th June: Open Gardens Scheme Open Day at Pentwyn Farm, Gwent Wildlife Trust celebrate their 50th year
by inviting people to view the meadows at Pentwyn Farm, famous for its orchids, teeming with butterflies and
with spectacular views over the Wye Valley. Open 10am to 4pm, guided walks at 11am, 1pm and 3pm
Saturday 29th June: Identification of Grasses for Beginners: at Pentwyn Farm, run by Gwent Wildlife Trust and led by
MMG chair Stephanie Tyler. Booking is essential, through GWT please. Details on their web site
www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on
Wednesday 3rd July: Managing your Land for Wildlife: Gwent Wildlife Trust course at Pentwyn Farm. Booking is
essential, through GWT please. Details on their web site www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on
Tuesday 6th August: Gwent Wildlife Trust Open Day at their headquarters at Dingestow Court. Plenty to do for all the
family – guided walks, children’s activities, stalls, tea, coffee, cakes, etc. Open 11am to 4pm
Saturday 17th August: SEWBReC’s Biodiversity Blitz Day, at Llantarnam Abbey, near Cwmbran. Open to anyone with
an interest in ecological recording but interest must be registered with South East Wales Biodiversity Records
Centre (SEWBReC) before the event - email info@sewbrec.org.uk or tel 029 20 641110
The Botanical Society of the British Isles, in collaboration with Gwent Wildlife Trust, is running a series of courses on
Plant Identification and Recording, with tutors Stephanie Tyler and Elsa Wood. Full details and dates are on the
GWT web site www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on
Monmouthshire Meadows Group is grateful for all the help both financial and physical given by our members. We are also
indebted to the following for their sponsorship and help Tom Ward-Jackson of Tidy Towns has been very helpful to MMG in obtaining funding for
our insurance costs.
The Countryside Council of Wales (CCW) has been immensely supportive and we are
particularly grateful to Rob Bacon and also to Miki Miyata-Lee for all their help with
our applications for funding.
Charles Morgan of PONT - the Welsh Grazing Project has provided useful advice to
MMG on local graziers

Wildflower Meadows in Monmouthshire
Ten years of conserving and restoring flower-rich grasslands
MMG’s new book celebrating our tenth anniversary: members are entitled to a copy free of charge. We
recommend a donation of £5 from non-members. Copies are available from all committee members and at
our Open Days and other events.
A4 format with 48 pages and over 70 photographs all taken by our members and supporters from partner
organisations. It makes a great, inexpensive present for anyone you are trying to encourage to the cause!
This project has been supported by the Sustainable Development Fund, a Natural Resources Wales initiative in the Wye
Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
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