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To Join Us 

If you are not a member and would 

like to join contact Martin Suter on 

01600 714577 or 

martinsuter@fmail.co.uk   

or use our online membership form 

For general information please 

contact Maggie Biss on 

01989 750740 or 

monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk 

Contact details of our Committee, 

as well as news, events and 

members’ notices, are on our web 

site 

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk 

Follow us on Twitter  

@MonMeadows 

Contributions to the newsletter or 

items for the web site can be sent 

to Marilyn Dunkelman 

marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk  
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Kingcoed Meadows 

Our very own species-rich hay meadows 

in the heart of Monmouthshire 

As members will know, after a year of fund raising, grant writing and 

event organising Kingcoed Meadows are finally ours.  We exchanged 

contracts on the 11.8 acres in March and now our task is to carry out the 

twin aims of our Kingcoed project: to continue to manage the meadows to 

protect and enhance their biodiversity, and to use them for furthering 

public knowledge about wildflowers, grasslands and their importance for 

the ecology and appearance of the landscape. 

For the management we are setting up a sub-committee involving 

local members to oversee the process and to ensure the fields are properly 

maintained.  For the educational aspects we are preparing an information 

board for the site and will be producing a leaflet for the general public 

explaining the importance of this and other meadows for wildlife, featuring 

a map of the site. 

Our first public event at Kingcoed will be our Open Day on National 

Meadows Day, Saturday 2nd July.  Guided identification walks will 

demonstrate the importance of the site and we shall see the Spotted 

Orchids, Southern Marsh Orchids, Knapweed, Common Cat’s Ear, Rough 

Hawkbit, Bird’s-foot Trefoil, and Tufted Vetch, and spot many other plants 

as well as butterflies and other invertebrates that have colonised the fields.  

In the wetter spots there is a diversity of rushes and sedges and we shall try 

to find the Adder’s-tongue Fern we discovered on our first open day in 

2014.  It is also a chance to just enjoy the glorious Monmouthshire 

countryside so encourage friends to come along as well. 

Our aims are to conserve and enhance the landscape by enabling members to maintain, 

manage and restore their semi-natural grasslands and associated features 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:martinsuter@fmail.co.uk
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/?page_id=879
mailto:monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
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The fields have a public footpath 

across them and you are welcome to 

visit at any time.  You will find them 

south-east of Raglan – if you are using 

satnav or online maps the local post 

code is NP15 1DS. 

We can’t thank enough our 

funders and the many supporters who 

donated to the appeal.  We received 

substantial grants from the Foyle 

Foundation, Waterloo Foundation, 

New Grove Trust, Banister Trust, 

Habitat Aid, Gwent Wildlife Trust, Alan 

Evans Memorial and the Ricardo 

Crawley Trust, as well, of course, as 

our major grant of £45,000 from Biffa 

Award which really made all the 

difference.   

Biffa Award is a multi-million 

pound fund that helps to build 

communities and transform lives 

through awarding grants to community 

and environmental projects across the 

UK (www.biffa-award.org).  

From the Chair 

Stephanie Tyler 

This will be a very short piece as we all seem to 

hibernate in the winter months and there is rather 

little to report. 

The autumn meeting in Usk was a great success 

and very well-attended. We raised more money 

towards the Kingcoed Appeal from the raffle, buffet 

supper and drinks. This is because members make 

their delicious contributions towards the supper 

largely free of charge and also donate items for the 

raffle. Our speaker, Dr Rosie Plummer Director of the 

National Botanic Gardens of Wales was an excellent 

speaker and enthused about the work at the gardens 

and the wonderful meadows there. It was sad to read 

of her resignation in early February as Director 

because of funding cuts by Welsh Government and 

the Carmarthen County Council. 

MMG did give several talks on our work during 

the autumn and winter – Glynis Laws talked to the 

Abergavenny U3A group and I spoke to Monmouth 

U3A group and Coleford branch of Gloucestershire 

Wildlife Trust whilst Sheelagh Kerry gave a short talk 

to Llanthony Garden Club. I also went to a morning 

seminar near Carmarthen to talk on the work of MMG 

to members of the new Carmarthen Meadows Group. 

Although many new members were visited late 

in 2015 we have a backlog of about 20 new members 

who we plan to visit this spring or summer to see their 

land and give advice if such is needed. They range 

from the Black Mountains across to Monmouth and 

down to the Gwent Levels. If you are among these 

people, please do not despair and think we have 

forgotten you. Your name is on our list but we are 

awaiting some better weather a bit later in the 

season. 

Glynis Laws has prepared a questionnaire for 

members on management problems which most of 

you will have received. Please do fill in this 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.biffa-award.org/
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questionnaire as it will help us see where our efforts 

should best be expended. 

Although the winter is a less active period 

outside, we have been busy at committee meetings 

planning events for 2016 and also of course finalising 

funding for Kingcoed meadows. We did also 

have a work task at our new reserve at Four 

Acres at Maryland and our thanks to Sarah 

Cheese, Andrew and Janet Cormack, Jon 

and Marilyn Dunkelman, Martin Fenn-

Smith, Sheelagh Kerry, Pam Lloyd, Keith 

Moseley, Wyn Richards and Lindsay Tyler 

for all their hard work on that day. 

Some of the longer-serving 

Committee members (trustees) are leaving 

at the AGM having done long stints on the 

committee so if any of you feel you could 

donate a few hours at five or six meetings a 

year, we would love to hear from you. We 

need new young and not so young trustees with 

enthusiasm and ideas. The Committee meetings are 

usually held in the afternoons at Trellech. Please get in 

touch if you are interested. Many thanks. 

Steph Tyler 

 

 

 

 

MMG Spring Get-together and AGM 

Thursday 14th April, 7pm at Bridges Community Centre, Monmouth 

This year we shall be celebrating our success in 

purchasing  Kingcoed Meadows, and looking at progress 

on producing a guide to Grassland Fungi of the Lower 

Wye Valley with a talk from Jon Dunkelman (who 

is organising the project) and fungi expert Elsa 

Wood.  Together with photographers Malcolm Schuyl 

and Keith Moseley, they have been surveying fields all 

over the valley this winter, and have come up with some 

fascinating results. 

Start time is 7 pm.  The AGM will be held first, 

and will not take too much time. We’ll have other 

news of our past year and future plans, and as always 

plenty of opportunity to chat with other meadows 

people. There will be a cold buffet supper.  

Costs include refreshments and a glass of wine 

or you can come to the meeting only 

 Members: £14.00 each 

 Non-members: £17.00 each 

 Meeting only: £3.50 non-members 

(members free) 

Please book in advance as we need to know how 

many people to cater for.   

You can book online on our web site (where you 

will find directions and further information) or contact 

Maggie Biss on 01989 750740, or email 

maggie.biss@gmail.com. 

  

Honey waxcap, Hygrocybe reidii (Malcolm Schuyl) 

Never mind the mud: Four Acres work party (Martin Fenn-Smith) 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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Rescuing Monmouthshire’s Meadow Clary 

It’s not often that rare plants make an 

appearance in mainstream press coverage, but an 

interesting item appeared in January about a project to 

restore the Meadow Clary (Salvia pratensis) to its last 

known site before it became extinct in Wales, which 

happens to be in Monmouthshire, at Rectory Meadow 

SSSI, where the population gradually declined to the 

point of no return.  The work is being carried out by a 

partnership involving the National Botanic Garden of 

Wales and Natural Resources Wales 

Before they disappeared completely, some of the 

Monmouthshire plants were taken to Treborth Botanic 

Gardens in Bangor to grow and study.  The plants died 

out, apparently, because they did not have a large 

enough population to avoid in-breeding, which in this 

particular plant results in genetic deterioration.  Further 

work at the National Botanic Garden of Wales showed 

that it was possible to save the Rectory Meadow plants 

by cross-pollinating them with healthier plants from 

sites in England, which is what they have done.  The 

plants were reintroduced to Rectory Meadow last 

October, and the story was reported in the local 

newspapers in January. 

At the same time, a management agreement has 

been devised with the tenant farmer to allow grazing to 

continue on the site at a level that will allow the new 

plants to thrive. 

It is a good news story involving endangered 

plants - and we don’t hear as many of them as we would 

like. 

   

Habitat Aid 
As members know, if you need to plant some seeds to help your meadow along, MMG advocates using 

seed of local provenance.  As well as providing some ourselves, via Gwent Wildlife Trust, we recommend 

PlantWild (www.plantwild.co.uk), the Herefordshire-based suppliers who gather seed from fields in this area, 

and Wyndrush Wild in Pembrokeshire (www.wyndrushwild.co.uk) who collect from west Wales.   

We have also recently heard about Habitat Aid, based in Somerset, who supply native British seeds, 

plants and other requirements for habitat restoration and new native planting schemes, including trees and 

fruit trees, shrubs and hedges.  Their sources are small specialist UK nurseries and growers who send direct 

to the customers.  They sell some useful tools too, including a complete scything kit ‘for beginners’ with a 

75cm Austrian blade, and they also offer consultancy services.  On their web site they feature advice, 

information videos and an interesting blog www.habitataid.co.uk. 

What is extra special about Habitat Aid is that they donate half their profits to conservation charities 

including Buglife, the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, British Beekeepers' Association and Butterfly 

Conservation, and this year they  gave a substantial donation to our own Kingcoed meadows appeal. 

Seed suppliers are included on our Contractors list on our web site.  If you know of any relevant 

suppliers or contractors you can personally recommend, let us know. 

 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.plantwild.co.uk/
http://wyndrushwild.co.uk/
http://www.habitataid.co.uk/
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Open Meadows Day 2016 

This year our Open Meadows Day will be a 

celebration of our success in purchasing Kingcoed 

Meadows plus a special viewing of Joanna Kerr’s 

garden and meadow at Glebe House, Llanfair 

Kilgeddin near Abergavenny. 

We are holding our events on National 

Meadows Day, Sunday 2nd July, and we are 

collaborating with Plantlife to join in this national 

celebration promoted by Save our Magnificent 

Meadows*. 

Kingcoed Meadows will be open all day, with 

guided walks in the morning, and Glebe House Garden 

and meadow will be open in the afternoon. 

Joanna’s garden is part of the National Gardens 

Scheme and there is more information about Glebe 

House on the NGS web site (www.ngs.org.uk).  In 2012 

Joanna and her neighbour Steve Roberts approached 

MMG for advice on creating a wildflower meadow in 

their fields, and this will be an opportunity to see their 

progress.  You will find Glebe House halfway between 

Abergavenny (5m) & Usk (5m) on the B4598, at post 

code NP7 9BE. 

Also as part of National Meadows Day, Gwent 

Wildlife Trust are holding a Family Fun Day at their 

Pentwyn reserve in Penallt.  We shall be working with 

GWT to make sure you will be able to visit all three 

sites during the day.  Final timings will be on our web 

site nearer the time.  

 

*Save Our Magnificent 

Meadows is a nation-wide 

partnership project focussing 

on conserving and promoting the plight of 

wildflower meadows, grasslands and wildlife.  Led by 

plant charity Plantlife, the partnership is made up of 

eleven conservation organisations.  They are partly 

funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the rest by 

public donations.  You can support them by giving 

via their web site www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk.  

 

First Sightings 

If you have any pictures of first sightings in your meadow, send them in to marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk 

A very special First Sighting in 

this issue.  It is a white-letter 

hairstreak butterfly, an endangered 

species in the UK, spotted by Andrew 

Cormack in his garden meadow last 

summer.  It is estimated that 

populations of the white-letter 

hairstreak have declined by 99% in 

the last 25 years in the UK, largely 

due to the loss of its main larval food 

source, elm trees.   

News of another first was sent 

in by Annie Gorton-Harding who 

found a Greater Butterfly Orchid in 

her field in Kingcoed last year. 

Identifying moths at our 2014 

Open Day at Kingcoed meadows 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/
http://www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/
http://www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/
mailto:marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/species/white-letter-hairstreak
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/species/white-letter-hairstreak
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Last Year’s Open Meadows Day 

Last June over 80 people came along to 

our open meadows at Four Acres, Maryland 

(home of Nikki and Shane Godfrey), Ty Mawr 

Convent near Trellech, and High Springs, 

Mitchel Troy Common where our hosts were 

Nigel and Jane Seabourne.  It was a little 

overcast but that didn’t detract from the 

visitors’ enjoyment.  We did not have room in 

our last newsletter to include these pictures 

of the day, taken by Keith Moseley who 

kindly acts as ‘official photographer’ at many 

of our events. 

The top two pictures were taken at Ty 

Mawr.  The first shows our stand (nearest) 

and Gwent Wildlife Trust who are in the 

middle of a 14 month project funded by Biffa 

Award to restore flower rich meadows and 

hedgerows to the convent estate. 

The other two are pictures of the 

meadow at Four Acres, which was the home 

of Ida Dunn (whose sad death at age 102 we 

reported in our Autumn 2014 issue).  The 

main Four Acres meadow has been donated 

to Monmouthshire Meadows Group from 

Ida’s estate. 

Welcome to our New 

Members 

We are delighted to welcome the 

following new members: 

Dick Coates, Trellech;  Lynne Cook, 

Penperlleni, Pontypool;  Thomas Crawley, 

Usk;  Daniel Geoghegan, Craswall;  Hilary 

Hillier, Avenbury, Bromyard;  Sue 

McIntyre, Henllys, Cwmbran;  Jacky Mills, 

Broad Oak, Hereford;  Jayne Thatcher, 

Nympsfield;  Shirin & Mark Thomas, 

Much Birch, Hereford;  Wendy and 

Trevor Tyler-Batt, The Hendre;  Jeanne 

and Sue Weston, Llanfihangel Ystern 

Llewern 

For longer-standing members, member-

ship fees are due in April. 

Martin Suter, Membership secretary, 

martinsuter@fmail.co.uk 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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PONT Cymru - Grazing is Amazing! 

Pori Natur a Threftadaeth (Grazing, Nature and Heritage) is Wales’s not-for-profit grazing 

organisation 

PONT’s vision is to promote environmentally sustainable grazing practices which 

deliver multiple benefits for wildlife and people now and into the future. PONT worked with 

Monmouthshire Meadows Group until the loss of funding for our coordinator in 2013. We are now back and have 

three regional officers and two coordinators. The PONT team, initially funded by the Welsh Government, will work 

with NGOs, communities, land managers and owners to develop and support Local Grazing Schemes and Networks 

across Wales. PONT works with a confederation of 

advisors, drawn from across the nature conservation, 

education and farming communities who can offer 

information on a wide range of subjects.  

As Monmouthshire Meadows Group are more 

than aware, good grazing management is essential 

for maintaining many of our species-rich wildlife 

habitats. It can control aggressive and invasive 

species, sustain open habitats and create gaps for 

new species to germinate. The rural economy can 

gain from improved farm incomes through 

better grazing management of marginal land 

and the marketing of wildlife friendly, local 

produce. In the urban fringe grazing benefits 

communities through reducing fire risk and 

improving access to green space. In the wider 

environment grazing can support flood risk 

management and promote pollinators  

PONT can offer: Practical advice and 

support for establishing grazing initiatives and 

site based solutions, including help with funding bids and developing local marketing schemes; Support for Natural 

Resource Management, the Nature Recovery Plan and Welsh Government’s Future Generations Act goals; Training in 

skills ranging from stock checking to local produce marketing and close shepherding to communication, helping 

others to develop economically viable businesses that deliver nature benefits on the ground.  

Get in touch if you: 

 Would like help with establishing a local grazing scheme  

 Would like a site visit to look at grazing issues  

 Have a funding idea you would like help to develop  

 Would like advice or support with a grazing project 

 Have ideas for training that you think PONT could deliver  

 Would like us to contribute to an event or training 

 If you are interested in advertising hay on our hay exchange forum.  

 If you would like more information on our Wildlife Friendly Produce marketing 

Emma Douglas – Regional Development Officer – South Wales 

Emma.douglas@pontcymru.org   Telephone 07579008578   Website: www.pontcymru.org  
 

 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:Emma.douglas@pontcymru.org
http://www.pontcymru.org/
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Dates for your Diary 

Check our web site www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk  for details, location maps and updates 

Thursday 31st March: Parish Grasslands Project Spring Meeting & AGM at Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir, 7.30pm.  The 

theme is Fungi and Foraging.  Details on their web site 

Friday 8th April: Dean Meadows Group meeting at the West Dean Centre, Bream.  Details on their web site 

Thursday 14th April: MMG Spring Get-together & AGM at Bridges Community Centre, Monmouth.  Details on page 3  

Saturday 2nd July: MMG’s Open Meadows Day on National Meadows.  Kingcoed Meadows will be open all day.  In 

the afternoon there will be a special opening of Glebe House Garden and meadow, with thanks to Joanna Kerr 

Other National Meadows Day events include Gwent Wildlife Trust’s Family Day at their Pentwyn reserve 

Gwent Wildlife Trust 

Here is a selection of GWT events that would be of interest to MMG members.  There are details of these and many 

others on their web site www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on.  Booking is essential  

Saturday 30th April: A Woodland Walk looking for wildflowers led by Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood 10am-3pm 

Wednesday 18th May: Wetland Walk around Llandegfedd Reservoir with Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood 10am-3pm 

Saturday 4th June: Photographing Orchids & Other Wild Flowers with wildlife photographer Chris Hatch 

Tuesday 7th June: Meadow Plant Identification for Beginners with Gemma Bodé at Pentwyn 10am-12.30pm 

Tuesday 14th June: Meadow Plant Identification for Intermediates at Pentwyn with Andy Karran 

Saturday 18th June: Wetlands in Bloom, a walk around Newport Wetlands with Roger James & Natural Resources 

Wales 1.45-3.45pm 

Saturday 18th June: Wildflower Walk at Llanmartin Marsh with Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood 

Thursday 7th July: Barecroft in Bloom, a walk around Magor Marsh with Richard Bakere 11am-4pm 

Wednesday 20th July: Wildflower Walk at Mynydd Varteg with Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood 

Saturday 20th August: Wildflower Walk at Brockwells with Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood 

Wednesday 14th September: Final Wildflower Walk with Steph and Elsa, venue to be confirmed 

MMG will also have a stall at a number of events over the summer: details will be on the web site and regular email 

bulletins to members 

Monmouthshire Meadows Group is grateful for all the help both financial and physical given by our members. We are also 

indebted to the following for their sponsorship and help – 

Tom Ward-Jackson of Keep Wales Tidy has been very helpful to MMG in obtaining funding for our insurance costs 

Our book Wildflower Meadows in Monmouthshire has been supported by the Sustainable Development Fund, a Natural 

Resources Wales initiative in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

Our leaflet Management of Grasslands for Wildlife was funded by Gwent Wildlife Trust with a grant from Monmouthshire Natural 

Assets Project 

A full list of grants received for the purchase of Kingcoed Meadows will be available in due course.  We are particularly grateful for 

the large grant from Biffa Award, without which the target would not have been reached. 

Supported by 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk/news.html
https://deanmeadows.org.uk/events/
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/whats-on
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2016/04/30/spring-flower-woodland-walk?instance=0
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2016/05/18/wetland-walk?instance=0
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2016/06/04/photographing-orchids-other-wild-flowers?instance=0
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2016/06/07/meadow-plant-identification-beginners?instance=0
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2016/06/14/meadow-plant-identification-intermediates?instance=0
http://www.gwentwildlife.org/events/2016/06/18/wetlands-bloom-roger-james-natural-resources-wales?instance=0

