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From the Chair 

Stephanie Tyler 

The Group's Committee has had a very busy spring and summer 

surveying meadows, organising the Open Day in June, fund-raising and 

attending Chepstow, Monmouth and Usk Shows and other events as at the 

Veddw Gardens on a beautiful hot sunny afternoon (see page 4 on this very 

successful Veddw Open Afternoon, and the picture below). 

Our botanists managed to visit more than 20 new members and carry 

out surveys of plants on their land. This ranged from lawn meadows to 

more extensive areas. There were too many interesting species found to 

recount them all but a few highlights were: Bee Orchids on a new lawn 

meadow in Chepstow belonging to the Harts; a wonderful diversity of 

plants on a small meadow owned by Colette and Martin du Toit at Little 

Coxstone at St Maughans; another species-rich meadow and bank with lots 

of Betony, Wood Sage and eleven Broad-leaved Helleborines at Coed y 

Poeth Cottage, Tregare owned by Matt and Laura Dexter; masses of 

Centaury on Maryann Woodrow's small lawn meadow at The Narth; an 

extraordinary diversity of plants including Trailing St John's Wort on Ray 
 

Our aims are to conserve and enhance the landscape by enabling members to maintain, 

manage and restore their semi-natural grasslands and associated features 

To Join Us 

If you are not a member and would 

like to join, please contact Martin 

Suter on 01600 714577 or 

martinsuter@fmail.co.uk   

or use our online membership form 

For general information please 

contact Maggie Biss on 

01989 750740 or 

monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk 

For contact details of our 

Committee, as well as news, events 

and members’ notices, go to our 

web site 

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org

.uk and follow us on Twitter  

@MonMeadows Fundraising as it should be done – Open Day at Veddw 

Garden in aid of our Kingcoed Meadows appeal (Elsa Wood) 

Kingcoed Appeal – one last push needed!  We are just £18,000 

short of our target of £96,000 to purchase Kingcoed Meadows, and more 

is expected soon, so please donate what you can to help us on the final 

stretch.  See page 4 

 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
mailto:martinsuter@fmail.co.uk
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/?page_id=879
mailto:monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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Armstrong's lawn and bank meadow at Penallt; and in 

the Olchon Valley in neighbouring Herefordshire some 

lovely flower-rich fields at Anthony and Miriam 

Furness' farm at Olchon Court and across the valley on 

land owned by Phil Pickersgill and Isobel MacDonald. 

It is perhaps invidious to pick out these highlights 

because we could have mentioned all the sites we 

visited as much of interest was found at all of them. 

Owning our own meadows 

Applications for funding for purchase of 

Kingcoed meadows took up an inordinate amount of 

time and although some were unsuccessful, we were 

elated to hear news from the Banister Trust in mid 

June that they would give us £10,000. These offers 

and receiving so many donations from members and 

supporters as well as our other fund-raising efforts 

means that we are nearing our target for the purchase 

of Kingcoed fields. 

We were surprised and delighted to hear from 

the executor of the late Ida Dunn's estate at Four 

Acres, Maryland that the three beneficiaries of Ida's 

will had agreed to donate the meadow on the left of 

the drive to MMG. (This was one of our Open 

Meadows Day sites this year.)  As many members will 

know this is an important site for Greater Butterfly 

Orchids. We hope to liaise closely with the new 

owners of the house and garden about our 

management of the site.  We will also be receiving a 

sum of money from Ida’s estate. 

MoD Land at Caerwent 

Requests for advice on creating 

wildflower meadows have come from 

individuals as well as bodies such as 

Monmouth Golf Course and Caerwent 

Community Council. 

I sit on the conservation committee 

at the MOD site at Caerwent. This is a huge 

area of woodland, scrub, old buildings and 

of limestone grassland, now used for 

training of troops. The grassland represents 

the largest area of limestone grassland left 

in Monmouthshire and is very rich in plants. 

Some of the grassland is managed as hay 

meadows, other areas for sheep and cattle 

grazing but at the eastern end where 

grazing is limited brambles, young Ash trees and 

hawthorn scrub is invading the lovely grassland full of 

Wild Thyme, Marjoram, Agrimony and much more. 

At a meeting in late August to discuss 

management of these areas, I suggested that MMG 

may help local volunteers organised through Crick 

Community Council to clear back the scrub in several 

areas important not only for plants but also for scarce 

butterflies. This would be a chance for you to visit the 

site which is not generally open to the public. Watch 

out on the website for a work task date. 

25 Years of Plantlife 

On behalf of MMG and the Botanical Society of 

Britain and Ireland Maggie Biss, Elsa Wood and I 

attended Plantlife's reception on 16th June at the 

Millennium Centre in Cardiff to celebrate 25 years of 

conservation in Wales. 

Not such good news 

The Group's tracmaster has been out and about 

mowing at various sites but lastly a bit of bad news: 

on 10th September the Group's small trailer that 

carries the tracmaster was stolen during the day from 

our drive.  We are now looking for a replacement, and 

would be pleased to hear from anyone who can help 

find an appropriate second hand replacement.   

Steph Tyler 

 

From the Chair continued… 

While the rest of the committee were at Veddw Garden, Marilyn and Cecilia manned 

the stall at Chepstow Show, in a marquee with other groups kindly sponsored by Phil 

Powell of Gwent Energy CIC.  (Picture Rose Parkhouse, Bee Friendly Monmouthshire) 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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MMG Autumn Meeting 

Tuesday 20th October, 7pm at The Centenary Hall, Usk 

With very special guest speaker Dr Rosie Plummer, Director of the National Botanic 

Garden of Wales.  Rosie became director in 2010, ten years after the opening of the Garden and 

research centre.  It’s now the most visited garden in Wales, with a collection of over 8,000 

different plant varieties, spread across 560 acres of beautiful Carmarthenshire countryside, 

including an extensive area of traditionally managed wildflower meadows at the adjacent Waun 

Las National Nature Reserve, managed as a working organic farm. 

There will be a report of activities, an update on our appeal to purchase Kingcoed Meadows, and plenty of 

time to chat and socialise with fellow meadows enthusiasts. 

 £14 for members including a glass of wine 

and buffet supper  

 Non-members are welcome at £17 each 

 You are also welcome to come to the talks 

but not stay for supper – members for 

free, non-members at £3.50 

Please book in advance as we need to know 

how many people to cater for.  You can book 

online on our web site (where you will find 

directions and further information) or contact 

Maggie Biss on 01989 750740, or by email 

monmouthmeadows@aol.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

The MMG Contractors List 

Our web site carries a list of contractors that MMG members have 

found helpful, and this has been expanded to include suppliers of 

equipment as well as services useful for meadows management.  Our 

latest addition is a source of traditional hay rakes, hand-made from ash 

(www.thenaturalgardener.co.uk), as pictured here with Jon Dunkelman.   

If you know of a good source of traditional equipment, animals for 

aftermath grazing, or any other services that might be useful for our 

members, then please let us know.  If you are looking for any of these 

things, take a look at our contractors list.   

For additions and amendments to the list, contact Marilyn, 

marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk, or use the ‘contact us’ form on 

the web site.  We shall only publish details of contractors and suppliers 

that are recommended by our members. 

Waun Las Nature Reserve, clover field with Paxton’s Tower on the horizon.  © 

Copyright George Causley and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 

Licence 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.gardenofwales.org.uk/garden-map-features/garden-features/national-nature-reserve/
http://www.gardenofwales.org.uk/garden-map-features/garden-features/national-nature-reserve/
http://www.thenaturalgardener.co.uk/
mailto:marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Kingcoed Appeal Progress – Just £18,000 to Go 

We have received some very generous donations 

and our grateful thanks go to everyone who has 

donated to the Kingcoed Meadows appeal: 

Dr Martin Anthoney, Ray & Beccy Armstrong, Rev. 

Peter Baines, Vivien Bowman & Ross White, Nicola 

Bradbear, Mrs R.L. Bradley, Barbara Brown, Sarah 

Cheese, Stella & David Collard, Veneta Cooney, Janet & 

Andrew Cormack, Julia Costin, Cecilia Davies, Jim Davies, 

John Dawes, Teona Dorrien-Smith, Jon & Marilyn 

Dunkelman,  the late Margaret Dunkelman, David 

Emerson, Martyn Evans, Irene Fearnside, Jill 

Featherstone, Kate Gibbs, Robyn Guppy, David Harper, 

Sue Harrison, Rosemary Howell, Roger & Julia James, 

Christine & David Knight, David Leat, Jerry Lewis, Martin 

& Patricia Milling, Barbara & Terry Newby, Brigid 

O'Hara, Alan Orange, Dr George Peterken, John Prince, 

Janet Probyn, Margaret Renshaw, Dave Richards, Bob & 

Jill Roome, Jane and Nigel Seabourne, Sally Secrett, 

Linda & Robert Smout, Stephanie & Lindsay Tyler, Pete 

Walters,  Dr R. Walters, Elsa & Adrian Wood and 

Maryann Woodrow. 

Cecilia Davies persuaded Waitrose in Monmouth 

that we should be one of the three charities receiving 

money from their green token scheme in July. By the 

end of the month our pile of tokens well exceeded the 

other two charities. On 17th September we received a 

cheque for £375 from Waitrose.  

Many thanks too to Anne Wareham & Charles 

Hawes as we raised over £1,200 from the Veddw 

Garden Open afternoon. 

We have had letters offering a total of £16,000 

from the Banister Charitable Trust, New Grove Trust and 

the Foyle Foundation and may have secured a further 

large sum which is currently subject to contract. 

We are most grateful to the meadow owners, 

Rachel and Tudor Morgan, for their patience in allowing 

us to raise the money. 

We still have about £18,000 to go, but with 

another large donation expected we are getting there.  

If you haven't already donated to the purchase of the 

meadows but would like to, now is the time.  Details on 

the web site, or contact any of the committee. 

 

Veddw Garden Opening in Aid of Kingcoed Meadows appeal 

Glynis Laws 

On what was possibly the sunniest Saturday of 

the summer, Anne Wareham and Charles Hawes kindly 

opened their garden for us in aid of the Kingcoed 

Meadows Appeal.  The day was everything we hoped it 

would be and more  – people strolling round a beautiful 

garden in a beautiful setting, and then relaxing on the 

lawn.  

Planning the afternoon had been a nagging worry 

because we had no idea how many people to expect. 

However, things worked out just about right and there 

was no shortage of tea and cake for the more than 100 

visitors who turned up. Some were members of MMG 

and others had heard about the garden opening from 

newspapers or from the leaflets and posters we had 

distributed. 

We raised over £1200; a substantial addition to 

the appeal thanks to Anne and Charles, cake-makers 

Clare, Elsa, Glynis and Lindsay Tyler, plant growers Elsa, 

Glynis, Lindsay and Maggie, and members David Relaxing at Veddw Garden (Elsa Wood) 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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Emerson and Maryann Woodrow who provided great 

help on the day. 

The Veddw includes a meadow area and Anne 

describes it and her approach to managing it in MMG’s

anniversary book. Anyone who missed the open day, 

and visitors who would enjoy seeing the garden again in 

the spring, can find details on the website: 

www.veddw.com 

 

Meadow Restoration by Green Hay Strewing 

Sheelagh Kerry  

Notes from a demonstration by Peter Tierney, at Upper 

Bryn Farm, Longtown for the Herefordshire Meadows Network 

on 16th July 2015. 

At the donor site (a grassland with a good wildflower 

sward) the grass is mown using a motorised hand propelled 

machine (Agria taifun) with a mower and baler attachment. It is 

gentle with the cut grass and this helps to keep the seeds within 

the baled hay. The grass is baled green into small bales, which 

are easier to handle and less likely to overheat. The grass is 

mown, baled and spread within 24 hours (it can be cut in the 

afternoon and baled the following morning). The machine cost 

£11,000, the baler £7,000 and the mower £2,500. 

At the receptor site, strips are harrowed 4 to 5 times to 

produce 50% bare earth. In a 2 to 3 acre field 3 or 4 strips (3 to 

4m wide) are sufficient. The hay bales are unrolled by hand and 

then spread using a tractor and tedder. The hay is turned again a 

couple of days later. It is best to turn (or ted) the hay on a 

windless day to prevent the seed being blown onto unprepared 

ground. The strewn hay should be spread thinning to avoid to 

forming a mulch which will inhibit seed germination.  

The fields at Upper Bryn Farm were arable until 1980 

when they were reseeded as grass leys. They have now been 

under reversion to wildflower meadows for 5 years as part of 

the Environmental Higher Level Stewardship scheme. The 

management has been to cut for hay with aftermath grazing by 

sheep until Christmas and then grazing again from the end of 

March to mid-May. The first field we looked round had hay 

strewed 5 years ago in 3 strips 6m wide and then some more hay 

put down 2 years ago. As well as various grasses there was 

Common Spotted-orchid, Common Knapweed, Bird’s-foot 

Trefoil, Common Cat’s-ear and Rough Hawkbit. An excellent 

demonstration of the effectiveness of green hay strewing and 

subsequent sympathetic management. 

There is a Natural England Technical Information Note 

(TIN063) giving further details on this subject: ‘Sward 

enhancement: diversifying grassland by spreading species-rich 

green hay.’ (2010). 

Mowing grass 

Baling 

Spreading out the 
strewn hay 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.veddw.com/
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Pastures New 

Ray Armstrong 

Leaving Beacon Hill a scenic and wildlife haven, 

where we had lived and enjoyed for thirty years was a 

difficult decision that was ultimately decided by 

advancing years. The problem though was to find a 

property that kept us in daily contact with the natural 

world and one that was not so physically demanding 

to maintain; was such a place readily available locally? 

Following a few viewings of what was currently for 

sale, we settled on a property in a sunny position in 

Penallt.  

The property has 

about half an acre of 

garden, mainly lawn 

including a steep, 

grassy south/south-

east facing bank, an 

area of about six 

hundred square 

metres. We moved in 

February and 

wandering round the 

garden in April we 

noticed that numerous 

wild flowers were 

starting to show, 

particularly on the 

sunny bank. We understood that the previous owners 

had cut the bank regularly so we thought in the 

interests of our threatened wild flowers and inter-

dependent insect life, we would delay cutting the 

grass and see what appeared. To our surprise the 

scarce Green–veined Orchid appeared it was a 

‘eureka’ moment we also found six on the as yet 

un-cut lawn making a total of twenty three all 

together. At this juncture we decided that we 

would not cut the grassy bank until late summer 

and only lightly cut the lawn, mowing round any 

wild flowers present. 

In late April the warm sunny bank was 

regularly visited by a pair of Green Woodpeckers 

feeding on the ants and we had a pair of Robins 

and Bullfinches nesting in the surrounding hedge 

and bushes. By this time further plant species were 

appearing so we contacted Stephanie Tyler 

requesting a plant survey and the results were 

surprising, she identified at least twenty ‘indicator 

species’ including Glaucous Sedge, Hop Trefoil, both 

Common and Greater  Bird's-foot Trefoil Common 

Centaury, Rough Hawkbit, and Trailing Tormentil, 

denoting species rich unimproved grassland.  

This variety of grasses and wild flowers has 

proved to be a magnet for a myriad of insects, with an 

on-going survey identifying a Wool-carder Bee, a 

Patchwork Leaf-cutter Bee, at least six species of 

mining bees including 

the Grey-haired 

Mining Bee, six 

species of bumble 

bees, a variety of 

hover flies, a striking 

parasitic fly Nowickia 

ferox, Large Narcissus 

Fly, Hairy Shieldbug, 

Soldier Beetles and 

the Common Green 

Grasshopper. In 

addition we have 

recorded eight 

species of grassland 

butterflies including  

Common Blue, Large 

Skipper, the declining beautiful Marbled White and 

Small Copper, together with three day-flying grassland 

macro-moths including the Small Yellow Underwing. 

Last but not least we have also seen an interesting ball 

of colourful orange spiderlings Araneus diadematus 

Common Centaury 

Wool-carder Bee 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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which when disturbed seemed to ‘explode’ and 

disappear before returning to re-form the ball. 

Throughout the summer we have been 

regularly visited by a pair of feeding Green 

Woodpeckers together with a charm of Goldfinches 

feeding on the grass and Common Sorrel seeds and to 

put the icing on the cake we have had to date, a total 

of thirty four species of birds in the garden including 

two pairs of House Martins nesting under the house 

eaves.  

Continued on next page 

  

 

Grey-haired Mining Bee 

Parasitic fly (Nowickia ferox) 

Small Copper 

Mating 

Common 

Spiderlings 

(Araneus 

diadematus) 

Grassland Fungi of the Lower Wye Valley 

Our fungi team are busy gathering data and 

photographs for the book they are preparing, 

sponsored by MMG and the Parish Grasslands Project.  

 If you have a wealth of grassland fungi 

get in touch with Jon Dunkelman on 

01600 860031 or email 

jon.dunkelman@btinternet.com 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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We moved here thinking we would 

sorely miss our close contact with the 

woodland/grassland landscape of Beacon 

Hill and its associated wildlife. But our 

concerns have been swiftly allayed by this 

magical patch of unimproved grassland 

and surround with its wildflower/wildlife 

surprises. But this experience has also 

underlined in very graphic terms how 

resilient nature is and given the 

opportunity how quickly it will recover. 

Wildflower areas big or small play a 

crucial role in maintaining our indigenous 

wildlife and the associated balance of 

nature.  Contact with nature is vitally 

important to our well being and mankind 

will be the loser if we neglect our responsibilities to do 

all we can to protect and maintain our bio-diversity. 

All photographs in this piece by Ray Armstrong 

 

Contractor’s New Grass Cutting and Collection Service 

The advice we give to people wanting to create 

or maintain a wildflower meadow is that the grass 

must be cut and, critically, the cuttings must be 

removed.  Grass cuttings left lying decompose to 

release nutrients into the soil that increase its fertility 

to the benefit of the coarser grasses but to the 

detriment of the wild flowers.  Ideally, meadow 

owners have their grass cut for hay but there are 

many situations where this is not possible.  In those 

cases, people are advised to cut the grass, either by 

strimming, scything or by employing the MMG’s 

Tracmaster, followed by raking up the grass.  

However, if you feel daunted at the prospect of 

cutting and raking up large areas of grass, an 

alternative service is now available.   

Owain Rees, a contractor listed on the MMG 

website, has recently acquired a grass collector to go 

with his alpine-style tractor and flail mower.  The 

tractor can get into small fields and can operate on 

significant slopes.  The photographs show the 

machinery in recent action on a member’s field.   They 

had had difficulty finding anyone to cut their grass for 

hay this year but are very keen to establish the field as 

a wildflower meadow.  Following this cut, they will be 

able to have sheep on the 

field for aftermath grazing.   

If you have any 

questions or would like a 

quotation, contact Owain 

on 07838 492933. 

Harmony 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/


 

  
 www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk  Page 9 

Autumn Ladies Tresses and Other Late-flowering Plants 

Steph Tyler

Autumn Ladies Tresses is a delightful dainty short white 

orchid that flowers late in the summer. It prefers areas of 

limestone and will even appear on lawns in Chepstow as in 

Trevor Evans (our President's) garden. It grows too in the 

limestone grassland at MOD Caerwent where this photograph 

was taken by Brian Williams.  

In Chepstow one well known area for this little plant is in 

Chepstow Cemetery where sometimes hundreds flower in 

September. Unfortunately they always get mown off as soon as 

they come into flower but this year we persuaded 

Monmouthshire County Council through Nigel Leaworthy, to 

defer mowing from the end of August for six weeks. 

MMG members will know that the Lydart bends on the 

Trellech to Monmouth road support plants such as Tansy, Field 

Scabious and Knapweed in the late summer as well as Primroses 

and Cowslips early in the year. In August the lower bend was 

looking superb with so much in flower but sadly an MCC 

contractor ignored the white posts (denoting a roadside verge 

not to be cut until after the end of September) and mowed 

down all the flowering plants. They will grow again next year but 

this year they can no longer provide a source of pollen and 

nectar for pollinators (or enjoyment to people travelling along 

the road). 

One bit of good news is that the upper bend although cut 

more regularly had in mid-September over 30 flowers of the 

scarce Meadow Saffron. This plant still grows in the small 

meadow belonging to Terence and Barbara Newby at the 

junction of the Penallt road but it used to grow in pastures all 

the way down Lydart Hill. Agricultural intensification has 

resulted in this population being lost but I 

was delighted to find this small refuge area 

on the bends. 

If any member has flowering Ladies 

Tresses or Meadow Saffrons (Autumn 

Crocuses) in their lawns or fields do let us 

know. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Autumn Ladies Tresses (Brian Williams) 

Welcome to our New Members 

We are delighted to welcome the following new members who have joined recently: 

Liz Alford, Staunton;  Jane Barnard, Llantilio Crossenny;  Saran Allott-Davey, Trostrey;   

Mary Campbell, Coed Morgan;  Miranda Carey, Llanishen;  Angie Ellis, Llantilio Crossenny;   

Sally Jones, Llantilio Crossenny;  David Llewellyn, Lydart;  Janet Lowore, Welsh Newton Common;   

Isobel MacDonald & Phil Pickersgill, Goring;  Anika & Ian Mothersdale, Tintern;  Brigid O'Hara, Osbaston;   

Claire & Steve Owen, Garway Hill;  Rose & Glyn Parkhouse, Chepstow;  Wyn Richards, Pen y Fan, The Narth;  

Andrew Roberts, Tredunnock;  Barbara Roberts, Bangor;  Andy Robinson, Symonds Yat;   

Teresa Stabb & Richard Taylor, Brecon;  Colette du Toit, St Maughans;  Wendy & Trevor Tyler-Batt, The Hendre; 

Hanneke van der Werf, Longtown;  Clive & Katalin Weatherby, Whitebrook;  Mel Whitehead, Little Birch; 

Rhian Williams-Flew, Penallt;  Duncan & Brenda Wills, Monmouth;  Maryann Woodrow, The Narth 

Martin Suter, Membership secretary, martinsuter@fmail.co.uk 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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We all Need to Know about Neonicotinoids 

Nicola Bradbear, Bees for Development 

Many of us can remember when summer 

evening car journeys featured large numbers of 

insects caught on the headlights and windscreen.  

Clearly, the number of insects has declined drastically, 

and the reasons are commonly acknowledged: loss of 

insects’ food sources, use of pesticides and 

agrochemicals.  We are witnessing a poisoning of our 

countryside on a scale greater than Rachel Carson 

described in Silent Spring - her classic exposure of the 

first generation of synthetic pesticides. 

Everyone has heard that we need bees and 

other insect pollinators to ensure our food crops.  Yet 

insects are important for more reasons than this - 

they are a vital part of our ecology, pollinating wild 

plants, and taking their part in the food chain, for 

example providing food for insectivorous birds like 

swallows and swifts.   

Neonicotinoids are killing these insects, and 

ultimately these birds too - so we all need to know a 

little more about them. 

Nicotine is a toxin that plants such a tobacco 

Nicotiana tabacum produce to protect themselves 

from insect damage.  Nicotine acts on the central 

nervous system of insects, causing paralysis and 

death.  Nicotine has effect on mammalian nervous 

systems too, acting as a stimulant and relaxant - that 

is toxic in large doses. 

Man-made neonicotinoids, 

literally ‘new-nicotine-like’ chemicals, 

have been manufactured since the 

1990’s, and are widely used in farming, 

as well as by gardeners.  They are ‘like 

nicotine’ because they act upon an 

insect’s central nervous system. 

There are seven different 

neonicotinoids made by major 

companies, and marketed under 

various names.  For example, 

Imidacloprid is made by the German 

corporation Bayer, and is now probably 

the most widely used insecticide 

worldwide.  Sussex-based Syngenta 

makes another widely used 

neonicotinoid.   

Thiacloprid (also Bayer owned) is the active 

insecticide in Provado - on sale widely throughout 

Monmouthshire, and as it says on the bottle ‘Provado 

Ultimate bug killer’.  Just a few moments 

consideration should be long enough to realise the 

impossibility of creating an insecticide that kills only 

what we regard as ‘bad’ insects, and leaves the ‘good’ 

ones unscathed!  How could that be?  Insecticide 

manufacturers like to use the term ‘bug’ - hoping and 

apparently succeeding in making the gardener believe 

that only ‘bad’ insects will succumb.  

None of us would like to think that we are 

responsible for the decline of honey bees, 

bumblebees, butterflies or farmland birds, but the 

research evidence suggests that we are.  So please 

leave those aphid killers and rose treatments on the 

supermarket shelf.  Would it not be wonderful if 

Monmouthshire could emulate Seattle and become a 

neonicotinoid free County? 

Neonicotinoids are now used worldwide in the 

commercial cultivation of the vast majority of fruit and 

vegetables, including apples, cherries, berries, greens, 

tomatoes, potatoes, wheat and other cereal grains, 

and oil seed crops.  

They are used as seed coatings - this means that 

the seed is coated with a covering of fertiliser and the 

neonicotinoid.  As the seed germinates 

and grows, the whole plant contains the 

neonicotinoid, and it can be found in 

every part - stem, leaves, flowers, 

nectar and pollen.  This is the meaning 

of the term ‘systemic’ and it means that 

insects feeding anywhere, at any time of 

the plant’s life, will be killed.  As insects 

forage on the flower, they too will 

inevitably take up some of the 

neonicotinoid. 

Just as it has been difficult to 

pinpoint exactly how nicotine causes 

cancer (and nicotine is still not classified 

as a carcinogen), so too is it difficult to 

prove cause and effect with 

neonicotinoids.  In sunlight, pesticides 

gradually break down into a range of 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
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metabolites that have more or less toxic effects than 

the original compound.  Insects are therefore exposed 

not just to one, but rather to a cocktail of different 

pesticide toxins.  It is this cocktail of chemicals, 

collected during the normal foraging activity of bees 

and other insects, that leads to unknown lethal 

synergies.  A combination of sub-lethal effects that 

together have lethal consequences.  In honey bees the 

effects might be to make the bees more susceptible to 

viruses, for the queens to be weaker, or for the bees 

to have impaired cognition - this was one of the first 

symptoms for honey bees - recognised first by French 

beekeepers, who noticed that when their bees were 

foraging on sunflower that had been treated with 

‘Gaucho’ (Imidacloprid) - the numbers of bees in hives 

dwindled because bees could not navigate their way 

home.  French beekeepers were therefore the first in 

Europe to call for these chemicals to be banned. 

There is now a significant body of research 

evidence, sufficient for the EU to ban the use of 

neonicotinoids for two years from December 2013.  

Earlier this year DEFRA was lobbied to lift the ban and 

permit planting of treated oil seed rape again this 

autumn.  This first request was rejected, to be quickly 

followed by a second, smaller scale request - which 

was approved.  It appears that commercial pressure 

has won over scientific evidence. 

It is not just insects that are suffering from 

these potent toxins:  a study in the Netherlands 

published last July in the Journal Nature, showed that 

the level of neonicotinoids in environmental samples 

correlated strongly with the decline in populations of 

insect-eating birds.  Also last year a comprehensive 

worldwide assessment concluded that systemic 

insecticides pose a serious risk for a wide range of 

non-target invertebrates, even when present below 

expected environmental concentrations. We all need 

to know about neonicotinoids and see them banned 

as soon as possible. 

Dr Nicola Bradbear is Director of Bees for Development 

and President of Apimondia Scientific Commission 

Beekeeping for Rural Development 

The Bees for Development Trust is a registered charity  

which helps vulnerable communities in poor countries 

to achieve s elf-sufficiency through beekeeping. 

www.beesfordevelopment.org 

 

 

 

First Sightings 

Elvin and Jenny Hart have this year allowed their lawn to grow as a meadow and four Bee Orchid plants 

appeared, one with multiple stems (below left).  Fiona Williams, who discovered her first Southern Marsh Orchid last 

year, this year found a giant specimen (middle), and near Shirenewton, Ann Robinson found her first Southern Marsh 

Orchid in her meadow (right).  At Barbadoes Hill, David & Mair Lloyd  found their first Spotted Orchids in their field. 

If you have any pictures of first sightings in your meadow, send them in to marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk 
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Open Meadows Day Thanks 

We are very grateful to our Open Meadows hosts on 14th June this year: Ty Mawr Convent, Nikki and Shane Godfrey 

at Four Acres, Maryland and Nigel and Jane Seabourne at High Springs, Mitchel Troy Common.  Due to lack of space 

this issue to do it justice, we shall include a report and pictures in our Spring newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Check our web site www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk  for details, location maps and updates 

Friday 9th October: Dean Meadows Group Autumn Meeting  with a talk by Caring for God’s Acre who champion the 

conservation of churchyards and burial sites. 7:30 at Westbury on Severn Village Hall. Details on their web site 

Sunday 11th October: Fascinating Fungi, a walk around the wonderful Springdale Farm Nature Reserve near Usk, 

looking for fungi in the woodlands and fields with local expert, Elsa Wood.  10am to 12.30pm. Gwent Wildlife 

Trust Members: £5, non-members £8.  Book by phone 01600 740600 or email info@gwentwildlife.org 

Saturday 17th October: Parish Grasslands Project Autumn Meeting: Give us the Tools - Working the Land by Hand 

with guest speaker Simon Fairlie, ecologist, author and journalist, outlining the benefits of managing grassland 

by hand and exploring the art of scything.  2pm to 4.30pm, Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir.  Details on their web site 

Sunday 18th October:  The Woodland Trust's Apple Day at Cefn Ila near Usk, 10am to 5pm (MMG have a stall).  Explore 

their wonderful orchard; apple pressing, cider making, green wood-working, games, scything, guided walks.  Get a 

free tree and take your apples to be pressed and identified.  Shuttle buses from Usk car park.  You must book a 

place – email Apple18@woodlandtrust.org.uk 

Monday 19th October: Creepie-Crawlies & Other Bugs in the Meadow, a Gwent Wildlife Trust talk in Monmouth Shire 

Hall by Mike Kilner, 7.30pm to 9pm 

Tuesday 20th October:  MMG Autumn Meeting, at The Centenary Hall, Maryport Street, Usk NP15 1AD (also known 

as the Scout Hut).  Our speaker is Rosie Plummer, Director of the National Botanic Garden of Wales.  There will 

be a buffet supper so please book in advance.  Location and more details on our web site 

Wednesday 21st  October: Talk on Fungus to Gwent Wildlife Trust Chepstow Local Group by Elsa Wood our local 

fungi expert, 7.30pm at Chepstow Leisure Centre 

Monmouthshire Meadows Group is grateful for all the help both financial and physical given by our members. We are also indebted 

to the following for their sponsorship and help - 

Tom Ward-Jackson of Tidy Towns has been very helpful to MMG in obtaining funding for our insurance costs. 

Our book Wildflower Meadows in Monmouthshire has been supported by the Sustainable Development Fund, a Natural Resources 

Wales initiative in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

Our leaflet Management of Grasslands for Wildlife was funded by Gwent Wildlife Trust with a grant from Monmouthshire Natural 

Assets Project 

Loss of MMG Trailer 
On 10th September the Meadows Group became a victim of rural crime. Our small trailer used for carrying the 

Tracmaster allen scythe, was stolen in broad daylight from the drive in Lone Lane at Penallt despite it having wheel 

clamps. If any member has an old trailer that they no longer need or that they would be prepared to lend the group, 

please get in touch with Steph Tyler.  Our Ivor Williams trailer was four foot wide, about seven foot long with mesh 

sides and a ramp. 

http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/
http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/
http://deanmeadows.org.uk/events/
mailto:info@gwentwildlife.org
http://www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/wood/5611/cefn-ila/
mailto:Apple18@woodlandtrust.org.uk
http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/?p=2531

